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VOL. 2 
e’ve said it before... and we'll say it again, heavy metal is a form 
rightfully proud of its rich history. Indeed, no contemporary style 


has continually impacted the world’s collective psyche like metal 
in-all its varied and ever-evolving permutations! During its four decades of 


“ : existence, the style has frequently been forced to battle against critical scorn 
ie and mainstream apathy along its path to revolutionize rock and roll. At the 


- ‘same time, despite its occasional lack of mainstream acceptance, hard rock 
has managed to produce some of the biggest stars the world has ever 
~~ seen— the most famous and infamous rock performers of all-time! With all 


that in mind, we thought this would be the ideal opportunity to pay homage 


3 ~ to virtually allthe stars who have bee! their part in beesintag to heavy 

be metal Loge Thus, we present the Encyclopedia of Heav | Vol. 2: 
ne an amazing look at the dediainers Mare) through thelr on- stage 

and studio efforts have helped catapult the hard rock empire to the top of 


E the charts, time and time again. Here we pay homage to hundreds of the 


-‘metal’s form's best- -known artists— along with many who may have slipped 
_ through the cracks— to make sure that this is the most comprehensive 

| : magazine of this type ever presented. pleaded So we None you enjoy 

: us : perusing our special issue, the Encyclopedia of Hea I Vol..2: 1 

: as nae as we ue oreating it for Ou. 
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| keep reading about the “current metal revolution” and I’ve got to ask, what 
exactly is this revolution, and who is leading it? Is today’s “new school” metal 
really different from “old school” metal? | don’t think so, except that the bands 
have shorter hair and don’t jam for 20 minutes on every song they play on stage. 
Bill 


LET US KNOW WHAT'S | *200.co 
ON YOUR MIND! | ALL-TIME TOP 100s 


Your recent special issues featuring Heavy Metal’s All-Time Top 100 Live 
Bands and Top 100 21st Century CDs really rocked my world! Not only did you pres- 
FACING HARD ROCK ’S FU TURE ent a lot of my favorite acts, but you also alerted me to some artists that | wasn’t that 
I’m really happy knowing that heavy metal is in familiar with. As a true heavy metal fan, | was eager to compare how your opinions 
good hands as it faces the future. Recently I’ve been matched (or differed) from mine. While we didn’t always see eye-to-eye (or ear-to-ear) 
turned on to bands like Atreyu, Daath and Poison The we did find ourselves liking much of the same stuff. 
Well thanks to articles | read about those bands in Hit Drew 
Parader, | went out and bought their albums, and for Lancaster, PA 
the most part, they rocked. 
Melody 
Hampton, VA 


| enjoyed your recent “Ultimate Collector's Issue” featuring heavy metal’s all-time 
best. But while | agree with a lot of what you presented, | think | noticed a real bias 
towards bands that are currently 
os rr—CiCSCON e . - | 4 popular over time-tested hard 

ATREYU. _ _ rock champions. Do groups of 
oS _ -  _ _ @ relatively recent vintage like 
Lamb of God and Mastodon real- 
ly belong in your Top 100 lists, 
when many classic acts from the 
‘70s, ‘80s and ‘90s go starving 
for attention? | think not. Who 
put that list together, a bunch of 
18 year olds who can barely 
recall the “good ol’ days” of 
Marilyn Manson? 
Benny 
College Park, MD 


Wow! Thank you so much for 
putting in the time and effort 


I’m glad to see that Hit Parader is finally begin- 
ning to focus more attention on the up-and-coming 
Stars of the hard rock world. I’ve read enough about 
Ozzy, Korn, Slipknot and Metallica to last a lifetime. 
I’m not saying that | don’t still love those bands, 
because | do. But it was great to read about young 
groups like Bullet For My Valentine, Operator and 
Amorphis as well. If hard rock has a big future (and 
we all hope it does!) then these are the bands that are 
gonna take it there. 

Mike 
Donnelson, IA 


Why do you foolish people waste space on a lot of 
young bands that have no hope of ever surviving past 
their first aloums? You would sell a lot more copies of . 
your magazine if you just went wall-to-wall with the 
biggest stars in metal... the bands that people really required to make all of your Heavy Metal’s All-Time Top 100 issues the 
want to know about. Just give me 25 pages of love each and every one of them, and PLEASE keep them coming. Th 
Slipknot or Metallica every month and leave those new both entertaining and educational (and as you guys like to say;"am 


BULLET FOR MY VALENTINE 


guys in the dark. Let them prove that they belong on ing”), and the photos have been cool too: You must have had a doz 

your hallowed pages before you provide them with so overtime to gather together all the info you squeezed into those issues, and 
much space. you to know that all your hard work was appreciated. 

Tracy Marc 


New Orleans, LA 
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Wheeling, WV 


Why do you people continue to carry on a very misguided love affair with ancient 
bands like Led Zeppelin and Guns ‘N Roses? Those groups may have been big 
ten...twenty... and even thirty years ago, but to today’s generation of fans they’re nothing! 
Who cares if the Mighty Zep got back together for one show? Who cares if Axl says his 
new album may finally be coming out? Don’t try to compare the weak, dated music made 
by those bands with today’s greats like Korn and Avenged Sevenfold. The only “old” band 
are is Metallica because at least they’re still alive and kickin’. 

tan 
Toronto, CA 


CHANGING FOR THE BETTER? 


In recent days I’ve begun to grow a bit concerned over the future of my favorite music 
form, heavy metal. | listen to today’s top bands and | notice that the form is changing... 
and to my ears, not for the better. What ever happened to instrumental virtuosity? What 
happened to metal’s link with the primal energy of the blues? | yearn to hear just one 
good guitar solo, but | can’t find any on the new, best-selling hard rock albums. | know 
music must evolve— but heavy metal must also hold on to its roots. 
Walter INDESTRU CEI LE 
Salt Lake City, UT 


JUN Ed 


Joke: How do you get an ‘80s rock star away from your front door? Pay him for the 
pizza. Hah! 
P.K. 
LA, CA 


m disturbedl.com myspace.com/disturbed 
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I’ve only recently gotten into listening to hard 
rock/heavy metal. My favorite bands are Stone 
Sour and System of a Down. | know all my 
friends— many of whom were listening to pop 
crap at this time last year— are also into metal big- 
time. It’s not a trend, it’s the real thing because we 
know that there’s really no other kind of legitimate 
music out there. | just wanted everyone to know that 
heavy metal is alive and well here in the Heartland! 
Brad 
Lincoln, NE 
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“Metal rules... everything else drools!” | saw i & . 
that written on a highway wall about ten years 0 age mee aoe _ Linge Goat 
ago, and |’m happy to say that it’s still as true ‘ona 4 ae 
today as it was back then. Metal will ALWAYS 
rule no matter what nasty things the mainstream 
media may say about it, and no matter how it’s 
continually ignored by the TV awards shows. | 
saw the recent American Music Awards and they 
wouldn’t know a rea/ rock band if their lives 
depended on it. How incredibly sad! 

Nick 
Houston, TX 


I've got a BIG problem with the media... Hit 
Parader excluded, of course. Why is it that MTV, 
VH1 and my local radio stations have all seem- 
ingly turned their backs on heavy metal? Don’t 
any of them realize that it’s the most popular 
music form in the world— one that has lasted 
for more than 35 years, and maintained all of its 
power and appeal? What other music form can 
say that? So get with it MTV. Take off the rap 
Crap and give me back my heavy metal!! 

Roy 
St. Paul, MN 
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BY LOU O'NEILL JR 


tt, a an that with a magic button on your 


n, twenty or even thirty years in an electrifying 
nd flashed back to 1978, your (now) veteran scrib- 
a cub reporter. 
w years of Jimmy Carter's presidency. If not 
n-the-ropes. There was a new wave from 
offering merely a decade earlier, these were the 
a great big chip on their shoulders. Johnny 
othing if not over-the-top. Leather, spiked hair 
new guitarist Chris: Broderick els of a rmore) | | : 
brought so much ue to he that “we're now playing « if ! ein was then at the forefront. Page, 


LED ZEPPELIN: A As each day passes by, it’s beginning 
to look less-and-less likely that Led Zeppelin will agree to 
reform for a US tour this summer. With literally hundreds of 
millions of dollars being laid at the feet of Page, Plant, Jones 
& Bonham, many would wonder how they can possibly turn ar 
a cold shoulder to such offers. But those in-the-know say a cla) ( y are Las now, 
that money was never a major issue with the legendary a SECT ck stars are letting their toxic feud over a 
band. “They'll play when and if they feel there’s a reason to ae S lever Wi 
perform,” a confidant revealed. “Money alone will never do it 
for them. Robert, in particular, finds the idea of playing just 
for a major pay-day to be quite distasteful.” é 
g of Fenway Park right off the front 
AC/DC: Reports emanating out of AC/DC’s recording stu- Titanic sank the same day. It was April 
dio indicate that “significant progress” is being made in 1 Be coast of Boston. Fenway, the 
regard to the band’s first studio release in over six years. Of = 
course, we've been here before with the Thunder From 
Down Under, a band notorious for taking their time in the 
completion of a new album. “Angus (Young) seems very 
motivated at the moment,” our source revealed. “There are 
some tentative summer tour dates already on the books, so 
we know that the album would need to be finished by then.” 


BLACK TIDE: They've quickly become the talk of the 
Hayy metal world— four teen-aged rockers from Miami, 
whose debut disc, Light From 0 
Above, has drawn comparisons over |-tunes, too. Check out their new album 


to the early work of Metallica. a it’s good stuff... somewhat reminiscent of 

Still, despite their tender years Eg 

and relative inexperience, these | ish to our old pal Mick Mars of Motley Crue. 

guys seem to have taken quite i : sul continues to work on the new album. 

naturally to their new-found role 

as metal’s latest “saviors”. i | L 

“We've been doing this foralong |, i ‘stage would fetch ‘em a “hundred million” 
time, since we were kids” said vocalist Gabriel Garcia. “It's all amm. As long- suffering readers know, your 


we've ever wanted to do, and all we’ve ever dreamed about i onths now that it’s not #fLed Zeppelin will 
doing. So in a way, we kind of expected to be here.” / | 


METALLICA: Speaking of Metallica (we were... weren't 
we?) it seems as if the band’s almost-finished new album is 
carrying the group in some exciting directions that they 
haven't experienced for more than 20 years. “What | like i 
about these songs Is that they’re really different from any- ee: |, aber Not everything that counts can 
thing that was on the last few albums,” said guitarist Kirk 2 
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Hammett. “If anything, they may remind some people of things we were doing back in the mid-’80s, but 
that not to say that we're trying to recapture that sound. It’s all just us experimenting and this is what's 


coming out.” 


SLIPKNOT: it seems as if the members of Slipknot are a bit concerned that all the “positive feelings” 
that currently surround the band as they work on their latest disc may “rob” them of some of their primal 
energy. “It's not secret that at certain times in the past the guys weren't getting along that well,” our studio 
confidant stated. “But now that there’s all this goodwill going on, | think they’re a little worried that they’re 
losing their special ‘edge.’ But once they all get together, the magic that is Slipknot always bubbles to the 
surface. It doesn’t take much for them to get pissed off at something or some one, and I’m sure they'll 
find the proper motivation to make an incredible album.” 


KORN: It seems that much is happening on the Korn front. The band added Army of Anyone drummer 
Ray Luzier for their recent European tour, and plan on maintaining a very busy schedule throughout 2008. 
While vocalist Jonathan Davis may occasionally perform as a solo artists throughout the year, his focus is 
squarely on the band, as is guitarist Munky’s— who in recent months has been enjoying success with his 


own label, Emotional Syphon Recordings. “I started this 
label because | felt like it was really needed right now,” 
he said. “| wanted to find musicians who played from 
their heart and hadn’t been corrupted by label politics. | 
have two bands signed at the moment— Droid and 
Monster in the Machine, and they’re both making great 
music.” 


LAMB OF GOD: You've got to hand it to Lamb of - 


_ God for putting their trust in the fans. While most 
bands guard their aloum mixes like they were the 
Crown Jewels, this Virginia-based metal unit has 
actually made the various song elements that com- 
prise their latest disc, Sacrament, available on line so 

_ that fans can do their own production re-mixes. It all - 
ties in with the “Deluxe Producer Edition” of the disc - 
that the band released late in 2007. “We put all of 

the audio tracks on-line, where they've been isolated 


~ from one another,” said drummer Chris Adler. “Now fans ¢ can do their own mixes, and 


try their hand at producing. It’s all very nn: 


MUDVAYNE: Don’t be shocked if Mudvayne throw everyone a major curve ball or two on their next 
album. “| think that Dull Boy from the By the People, For the People album gives an indication of where 
we may be headed,” said vocalist Chad Gray. “It definitely something different for us, and we did ques- 
tion whether or not it should be the new tracks to be put on that album. It's been very interesting to hear 
how people have reacted to that song, and since they've been very positive, it’s been great for us. We all 
like that it has a very heavy feel to it, which is where we want to go on this album, though don't be sur- 

prised if there are other elements that occasionally take things in an entirely different direction.” 
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BY MIKE G 


Norway’s Peccatum has always been rather avant- 
garde in the approach and execution of its metal, 
using strains of electronica, symphonica, classical 
and contemporary. Singer/Songwriter Heidi Solberg 
Tveitan started the band in 1999 with her brother 
(Lord PZ) and her husband (Ihsahn formerly of 
Emperor). Five records later, she’s on her second 
non-Peccatum project, StarofAsh, and its debut 
album called The Thread (Candlelight Records). 

Call it Soundtrack Metal or New Age Metal or 
Hardly Metal. With the help of her friends in Ulver, 
The Thread is a beautifully elegant, dark, ambient, 
atmospheric chill of ideas that never fully form. 
German composer Markus Reuter and Japanese 
cyber-punk writer Kenji Siratori are on hand to enrich 
the oddball credibility, adding their signature weird- 
nesses all around. The sound’s adventurous, daring 
even, unique and seductive in a way that sucks you 
in, after an initial first glance of, “what the heck is 
this?” 

Heidi's a busy girl. She’s also in a band called 
HardingRock with her husband, and has both a pro- 
duction company, Mnemosyne, and a recording facili- 
ty, Symphonique Studio. She also works as a tutor 


» and concert arranger for kids in her local Norwegian 


community. Last year, her IterViator solo album was 
described as a “melancholic movement over strings, . 
guitars, keyboards, drums and voices, resulting ina 
fine blend of esoteric rock...” 

The Thread comes complete with a bonus video, 
Neo Drugismo. The music throughout its 40+ min- 
utes is hypnotic and willful. Make no mistake: Heidi 
Solberg Tveitan is the kind of true artist who tran- 
scends her humble origins to go for The Grand 
Statement. With The Thread, she’s well on her way. 


Italy’s deathcore butchers STIGMA, after their 
2003 Metamorphosis EP and 2004 Epitaph Of Pain 
EP, now finally have a full-length, When Midnight 
Strikes (The End Records) that teeters on the psy- 
chotic. The riffs are spastic. The lyrics (not that | can 
understand any of them) are bloodthirsty (mostly 
vampires and werewolves). The vocals are belched 
out in typical cookie-monster fashion with one excep- 
tion: they're more gurgled, with echo, oftentimes 
double-tracked for a more schizophrenic feel. Oh, and 
they're definitely more non-human sounding (as if 
one of the zombies from a George A. Romero movie 
picked up a microphone and, in-between gulps of 
chewing off someone's head, started singing). 

The band was born in 2000 when vocalist Stefano 
“Vlad” Ghersi and guitarist Morgan Ferrua split from 
a hardcore punk band to find bassist Flavio Magnaldi, 
drummer Stefano Ghigliano and second guitarist 
Andrea Bailo. After gigging with the likes of 


_ MORE 


Entombed, Napalm Death, Soulfly, Converge, Job 
For A Cowboy, Marduk, Bring Me The Horizon and 
The Black Dahlia Murder, they solidified their fan- 
base by cranking up the volume at Germany's pres- 
tigious Wacken Open Air festival and Slovenia's 
Metal Camp fest. 

Recorded with producer Ettore Rigotti last winter, 


BY AM We SiGiARiREin © with outstandingly dramatic album cover artwork (a 


_— ” ' lost art) by the respected Davide Nadalin (who ‘id the 
7 Who 5 Doing What. ae and When same for Nile), with guest shots by ie of The 
Classic Struggle, Dark Lunacy and Slowmotion 


Slipknot percussionist M. Shawn Crahan, also known as Clown, has another side project, called Dirty Little Apocalypse, and a video for / Am Dracula filmed by 
Rabbits...What do Bon Jovi and Chimaira have in common? Guitarists from both bands now have Signature the entity known as WhereCloudsPart (who did clips 


Series guitars from ESP! Two new Signature Series models are being introduced from the guitarists of for Sick Of It All, BoySetsFire and Sadist), When F 
Chimaira, their first for ESP. Guitarist Rob Arnold’s signature model, the LTD RA-600, offers a Floyd Rose Midnight Strikes pulls no punches and takes no pris- |” 
bridge and a single EMG 81 pickup in a light alder body. The LTD MFA-600 is the signature model from Matt oners. It's an album you'll either love or hate. There's by 
DeVries, based on his own customized ESP Viper model. Check out more information, as well as pictures no middle ground. You want to descend into the 
here: http://ww.guitarsatbmusic.com.au/esp/news.htm. Congrats to the Cleveland band on these new maelstrom? You want to go down the rabbithole? = # 
axes...It’s typical for record labels to reissue a band’s latest album 6 months to 1 year later. But leave it to the You want to slip into toxic goo? Or traverse the kind = |, 
incredibly visual, quintessential black metallers known as Cradle Of Filth to make the reissue of Thornography MOM SEU RICH ATR eae cule : 
anything but typical. The British band is embracing emerging technology and reissuing the. record as Harder, yourself? Turn this sucker on. You're there. This is i 
Darker, Faster: Thornography Deluxe, an MVI (Music Video Interactive) version, complete with plenty of new Beall Biatiness at is ugliest, ang Fetes 4 peIveNBe | ig 
audio and video content that’s sure to satiate the appetites of the throngs-of rabid Cradle fans hungry for pleasure at submitting to its constant yell. Tracks like 
unparalleled access to the band. There are 6 bonus tracks and 3 videos. But that's not all. So if you spend a To Be Really Dead...That Must Be Glorious, Flesh jn 
lot of time on Ritual, Blood Your Precious Blood and the Epitaph Of |. 
your computer, Pain remixed bonus closer aim to rip the skin right = 
the MVI disc, Or youl ae. | ‘ 
which is playable So you say you're up for adventure but just cannot fs 
only via your get behind bands like Bathory, Enslaved, Unleashed, fe 
computer or a Amon Amarth, Wintersun, Finntroll, Equilibrium, 
DVD player, con- Moonsorrow, Bal-Sagoth, Eluveitie, Korpiklaani, 
tains tons of Ensiferum, Falkenbach, Thyrfing or Turisas? Well, ge 
bonus features now you don’t have to because the good folks at : 
such as down- Nuclear Blast have taken all 15 of those hard-to-pro- 
nounce whacko bands and put one track from each’ 
bdilted ted edd ee of them onan album called Pagan Fire. This means © 
loadable ring- that depending upon which band comes up atyou = 
tones, and the and slaps you silly enough to go out and buy their 
ability to remix whole album, you can grooooooove to the differ- i 
Cradle tracks, ences between them all. This War Metal stuff, as 
Lovesick For they're calling it these days, has its heady excite- t: 
Mina and Under ments. Word has it a full-scale American tour called 
Huntress Moon. Pagan Fest should be under way throughout the 
: 2a Imagine that! United States (with stops at popular metalfests in 
Playing producer with Cradle tracks. Also, the MVI version will continuously update throughout the year; that New England and California) shortly after you get 
is, new, exclusive content will be constantly updated. So this reissue definitely offers more bang for your your dirty little hands on this magazine. For now, 
buck...Speaking of CoF, Former Cradle Of Filth/Dimmu Borgir drummer Nick Barker has joined progressive though, you can thrill to the demented metal-polka 
Euro metal band Leaves Eyes...Black metal band Behemoth, who hail from Poland and recently released their MMVIUNISMOMUNeM (Ol cillceM atl MOnMaTN eure 
final aloum for Century Media, have signed to Metal Blade Records. Congrats to both parties on this new whose Nedgang is actually fun. Better yet, 
partnership...Legendary guitarist Scott “Wino” Weinrich, who got his start with Saint Vitus, The Obsessed, Korpiklaani—their track is called Tapporauta—is 
and Spirit Caravan, has gone solo and is working on an album of solo recordings that will be called another export from Finland who also utilizes that 
Punctuated Equilibrium. Look for it sometime this year...Burn In Silence have broken up. We're sure they will country’s rich folk heritage to fuse with thrash. 
be missed by the small cache of fans that they had...Koch has added some metal bands to its roster. A companion DVD is also out with Amon Amarth, 
Longtime Swedish metallers In Flames have joined the roster, as have neo-metal rockers Dope... Misery Helheim, Tyr, Battlelore, Enslaved, Einherjer, 
Signals are in the studio, recording their next effort for Ferret Music with Devin Townsend, who is a noted Wintersun, Ensiferum and Finntroll. 
producer in addition to having a skullet haircut and fronting Strapping Young Lad. About the partnership, IMMORTAL DOMINION (from Colorado) incorpo- 


bassist Kyle Johnson says, “Devin has this awesome new'set-up and new gear, so that’s exciting. Recording  IGVGSMUICeA Vee: MIE AoleSa Sec TinIiie melee LNG Rene 

with him is.a good experience; and we intend on using him as producer as well. He always makes great con- #RAeeU MISE UC LCUIT aa UT Tae Fit 

tributions and suggestions to the songs, and he is really understanding about what kind of sound we are (Alliance/Hapiskratch). Self-produced, manic in 

going for.” Townsend himself is gearing up for a momentous experience, saying that “This is gonna be a scope, with five of its tracks used in the comedy-hor- 

record that brings the band,to a new level. The rock will continue to roll in a fastidious way.” Great! We are ror film Teeth, this one shows promise. The band is 

sure our readers will be excited to hear it, when it comes out... Despite having just released its latest album already hard at work back in the Rocky Mountains on 

Oblivion Beckons on Prosthetic Records, West Virignia metal band Byzantine have called it quits. The band their next album, already entitled Empower. — 

issues this statement about the parting of ways: And finally, DEATH ANGEL has its new Killing 
“Byzantine is no longer a functioning band. Due to various circumstances, the band will not be touring or Season out (Nuclear Blast) and it was well worth the 

performing together. We would like to first thank everyone that has supported this band throughout the years.  (MAM@UeRMUUCUI CECT MICAS auLaLUSeS A Ura 

You are the people that really made everything worthwhile and we are amazed at the wonderful response we should be on many a metal journalist's Top 10 of 

have had from all of you. Because of you, we were part of something special and without you none of this 2008. See you next month. 

would have been possible...It's with heavy hearts that we move on from this.” RIP. More next month... 
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stage along with his current bandmates, Zakk Wylde (guitar), Blasko (bass) and Mike Bordin 
(drums). Mixing a healthy dose of material drawn from Osbourne’s array of solo albums— 
which have sold over 25 million copies over the last 28 years— while pointedly (and rather 
surprisingly) avoiding any of the classic songs made famous during his historic career with 
Black Sabbath, the band put on a show that had the packed house on their feet from the 
Opening note. 

Such all-time favorites as Mr. Crowley, Bark at the Moon and Crazy Train drew the pre- 
dictable frenzied response, but somewhat surprisingly, it was more sedate songs, like 


Ozzy Osbourne was nervous. After more than 35 years of a 
stalking concert stages around the world, he couldn't hide a 
the fact that some 20 minutes before his historic return to 
the stage at New York’s Madison Square Garden he still had 
butterflies running rampant in his stomach. “That never 
stops,’ he said. “But feeling that way tells you that you’re 
ready.” Pacing back and forth like a caged animal in that 
slightly-simian gate that has become oh-so-familiar to mil- 
lions from London to Los Angeles, Osbourne appeared to 
be little more than a loosely-hinged package of jangled 
nerves. But as show time neared, an almost glazed look 
began to appear in his eyes. John Osbourne, 58 year-old 
businessman, husband, father and heavy metal icon had 
begun his transformation into Ozzy! 

“He can be very hard to deal with right before a show,” 
his tour manager had confided earlier in the tour. “He does still 
get very nervous, and in the past there have been times I've 
had to talk him into doing the show only minutes before he 
was going on. He always pours everything he has into each 
concert, and that takes a great deal of mental preparation. At 
times in the past, especially back when he was still drinking 
heavily, | don’t know how he did it every night, but on this 
tour, especially now that he’s sober and quite healthy, he’s 
done an amazing job.” 

An amazing job indeed! Considering that Osbourne’s 
Current road excursion— which supports his latest disc, 
Dark Rain— had been forced to cancel a Cleveland concert 
just a few days prior to the Garden show due to a still- 
unspecified family emergency, the mere fact that he’d 
returned to the ae SO quickly— and in parently ne fet- 
tle— WaS C@USC garrison i 
for celebration 


by all in atten- Vve worked with some great 


dance. But the 


Sie guitarists during my career, 


show, complete 2 Mama, I'm Coming Home, that garnered the biggest ova- 


with incredible but Zakk ranks up there with tions. While Osbourne was, as always, the master of may- 


theatrical effects | hem, tossing buckets of water on himself and the crowd 
and state-of-the- @ any of them. dd while extolling them to “get crazy”, it was guitarist Wylde 


artsoundand = 3 who in many ways stole the show. With his dark blond locks 
lights, had made page. i SG ee a A flying, his scruffy beard hanging down in front of him, and 
this one of fen at accel and satig 1a ‘Bus his fingers moving at the speed of light, the New Jersey native wowed the crowd with his 
of his long and lauded career. instrumental dexterity. His extended solo near set’s end— during which he offered up an 
“This tour has been good in almost every regard” inspired version of The Star Spangled Banner— mesmerized all in attendance. Even Ozzy 
Osbourne said. “I hate missing even one show, but that singled Wylde out for special attention both during and after the show. 
just sometimes is unavoidable. | knew there were fans who “Pve worked with some great guitarists during my career,” Ozzy said, “But Zakk ranks 
were waiting to see me— and | was looking forward to up there with any of them. I’ve known him for so long now; it’s almost hard to believe. But 
seeing them too. But now we're back on schedule, and he's always been there when I’ve needed him, and | love him for that. | know that when | go 
that’s all that matters.” on stage with Zakk at my side, we're going to put on a crazy show. He's helped make this 
Amid a flurry of lighting and stage effects, Ozzy took the one of the most memorable tours of my life.” 
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In 2008, there's a thrash metal revival. New thrash bands— : 
Fueled By Fire, Warbringer, Toxic Holocaust, to name but a : CF Oe 

few—are springing up. It's as though American metal is Bs Po EOS eZ 

experiencing a renewed love affair with thrash, courtesy of 2 : a 

young turks cranking hell-bent riffage. ing t0 a Stop. They re accelerating and are happy to be in this position. “I appreciate what the 
Then there’s Exodus, the standard bearers of the genre, band has done. and the fans have appreciate us, and | want to keep giving back! We just want 

who continue to make relevant music deep into their storied to keep doing outstanding records and attract new fans!” 

career. “People ask me for years about the ‘Thrash 7 : iB 

Renaissance,” says guitarist Gary Holt, who's on tour and 

battling the flu, when asked about the revival of the sound lf laté 2007, Soilwork released its seventh album, Sworn To A Great Divide. Most bands 

he’s been playing for decades. “| always say |’ll believe it don’t get to a third album, much less a seventh. But not every band is like Sweden’s 

when | see it, since I’ve been out here busting my.ass! You Soilwork. 

have young bands that are decidedly retro. | don’t know Chrome-domed vocalist Bjorn Strid, who started out as his band’s guitarist before switching 

where they get the same tennis shoes | wore in to frontman, is pleasantly surprised at his band’s continued forward 

like 1985. They must progress. “We got this far, and | am only 29-years-old,” the vocalist says. On 

spend a fortune on the album, the band toes the line and made a disc that sounds like “classic” 

eBay to get those. = soilwork bul that expands on their sound without repeating previous efforts. 

They develop this love & : <> Se “There is somewhat of a thrashier influence and we did twin guitar har- 

for music that was aaa Ace ‘ =, “= monies like we did on Natural Born Chaos,” says Strid, referencing the 

created when they 7am Bed # 2 band’s most critically and commercially successful effort, which came out 

‘ 


weren't born and | am in 2002. “We wanted to capture that feeling again, but not to make Part Il. 
all for it. But it’s not f ¥* That would be pointless. We had take it to a new level.” 
like we're necessarily d el © Soilwork achieved this “new level” goal on Sworn To A Great Divide. With 
seeing thrash metal san |; pe __ ts clean melodies and Strid’ distinctly dynamic vocal range—he sings 
revivals everywhere we ti. 2 ee a ‘ae and screams—the album bewitches with its metallic energy. It’s also a 
play when on tour. But aS: | boy = | particularly Swedish sound, thanks to the guitar melodies. As for the 
maybe something is Ge — = upward swing that many Swedish metal bands have experienced in the 
going.on. We're playing P US, Sind says, “Swedish bands were doing well in the US, like In Flames, 
ihe same.cities we a Arch Enemy, and others. The US is definitely an important market for us, 
always have, and we’re we = and we have to come here a lot, and do at least 4 or 5 tours for each 
doing better than we Sg 9% album. People forget about you because the country is so big, so we have to make 
ever have.” Sure to stay in their faces.” 

ifs rare for a band to experience aia momentum this Soilwork completed a late Fall 2007 US tour with Killswitch Engage and Lamb Of God. 
late in their career, but for Exodus, the quality of the records ironically. the massively popular KsE opened for Soilwork on a US tour back in 2002, and 
they pump out Keeps the diehards excited and entices the returned the favor by picking Soilwork to open their tour! “It’s funny when you think about 
neophytes to their lair. “We keep the albums coming and we i Strid recalis. “It was only five years ago that they were opening for us, and they were 
make sure to keep the quality up. The longer | sit still, the playing with a band that doesnt even exist anymore. On that tour, they were playing before 
more | realize that the timing may pass us by, So we have to Scar Culture, who broke up. Now, they are the biggest metal band in America. We are 
keep going,” says Holt..“‘|.still love doing this. If you don’t love happy to be friends with them! They are great guys.” 
it, you. will.spin your wheels, go through the motions and Despite all ot Strid's and Soilwork’s success in the metal scene, Strid has an exciting former 
have nothing to say, and the fans will sense that. After all career. | used to be a hockey player for 10 years,” the former center-ice man reveals. “| 
these years, | am finally getting good at this. [Laughs] We're was almost on a Swedish National team. There are a lot of guys that | played with now in 
aged, we're experienced, and we have wisdom. | am digging the NAL! When | went to my first NHL game in Phoenix and | saw a guy on the ice, and 
what therband ts doing and what we're trying to accomplish.” thought, Hey, | know that dude. | looked through the program and saw his name and real- 

The band recently released The Atrocity Exhibition: ized that | used to hate that guy.” Strid stopped playing hockey because it ceased being fun 
Exhibit A, a fast ‘n furious slab of metal that doesn’t back and became more like a business. “ | kind’a lost it my passion for it,” he admits. “| got a 

down for a second. Holt maintains there will be an “Exhibit Quitar from my dad and that was the end of that!” 

B” in the future. “We wrote so much material and we had the Looks like the decision paid off! 
pleasant dilemma of having too many songs, and none of 
them were filler,” says Holt. “It took conversations to figure 
out which songs to use for Exhibit A and which to hold onto Demon Hunter are the antithesis of most metal bands. They hardly ever tour. Yet they are 
for the second half. We weighed the option of doing a double one of the metal underground’s most successful and most admired bands. Despite the part- 
album, but it didn’t work out that way. We think they are time status of Demon Hunter. it’s still a thrilling event for fans when an album of theirs gets 
dynamite songs, though.” released. 

It’s clear that there is still plenty of high-grade gas in the “ii fakes more and more of our time every year and every album,” says vocalist Ryan Clark. 
Exodus tank, and it’s not running low, nor is the band sputter- “Wi Keeps us Sane, not being on the road all the time. That’s the secret to our longevity. It's 
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the perfect formula. When we do 


makes a Demon Hunter show more of an re every few months. m 

that the band maintains a heavy handed presence in other sectors to keep themselves on their fan’s 
radar, by making sure they e 

maintain relationships with the 

diehards through online con- 

nectivity, MySpace, and fan 

clubs. Since Demon Hunter 

releases and tours are precious 

and infrequent, they are always 

viewed as exciting events. But 

the band, which started out 

using fake names but have 

since shed that mystique, isn’t 

resting on its laurels. They just 

released their fourth album for 

Christian-minded label Solid 

State Records, Storm The 

Gates Of Hell. 

“The title is a little tongue in 

cheek,” Clark admits of the album, where the artwork features the admittedly Christian band wearing 
priest collars. “Our faith is. a big part of what we do and what we want the band to be. But we're taking it 
a step further, by being blatant. We're not Catholic, but the band symbolizes the spiritual.” Musically, 
Demon Hunter often get lumped into the metalcore scene, thanks to their label association and longtime 
affiliations with other bands, when their music is really more traditionally metallic. Clark says, “Our aim 
for this record was to make more of a thrashy, faster, heavier record that is more riff oriented.” Mission 
definitely accomplished! 

Clark and his brother, guitarist Don, are successful graphic designers, and that is part of the reason they 
can’t commit to Demon Hunter as a full time band, but Clark insists that the band is a necessary endeav- 
or for them and they do it because they love it. “This is half of who | am,” he says. “Music fulfills a side 
for my brother and |. This band is satisfying and everything we want to get out of music. It could go on 
for a long time until something crazy gets in the way of us making music. This set up that we have? It 
doesn’t and it wouldn’t work for every band, but we've made it work for us. It’s a situation that we're 
totally comfortable with. We do things when they make sense for us to do them.” And if fans have to 
Wait a little longer, Demon Hunter make sure to make it well worth the wait. 


- doesn’t matter what 


, Fantomas or Mr. 


the vocalist currently has his hand WY sev- 7. 
ye eral projects at once. : maori 
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BANDS 


The traditional practice in Hit Parader, is | 
to provide the bands we cover are provid- ~ 
ed a carte opportunity to promote them-’ ; 
selves, their tours, and their new albums. : 
We make the precious pages they occupy . °., 
in the magazine all about them. However, 
we decided to flip the script in this . 
month’s edition of Coming At You, asking 
the musicians to give some lip service to. 
any band—other:than their own—that’s. — 
rocking their universe to its core. Here, it's ; 
the artists giving props to fellow: aS 
both new and old!" 


Meshuggah is revered by musicians for oe 
super tech, brain splitting style of Has 
We turned the tables, asking. guitarist 
Marten Hagstrom which 
musicians tickle his ~ 
fancy. He tells, “There’s 
a lot of good stuff that | 
respect and like. | 
always get into whatev- | 
er Mike Patton is in. It » 


type ofreleaseitisor = 
which band that he is in. a 
at the time, whether it is. 


Bungle. He is always 
doing what’s happening now.” We're 
inclined to agree that the free form Patton _ 
is on the cutting edge of rock and roll, and 

if you’re a Patton fan; you're lucky, since © 


Stonerider describes itself as “beer 
drinkin’ hootenanny music,” and “modern 
classic rock band influenced by the days 
of old with a refreshing new outlook and 
spin,” according to guitarist Neil Staxx 
Warren. “This is the way rock and rollis 
supposed to be played. It’s good for the 
soul, but | can’t say the same for the 
liver.” Now that Warren has given his 
rawkin’ band a well-deserved plug....and 
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you can check out Three Legs Of Trouble, 
their debut on Trustkill Records, he 
offered a few bands he thinks you should 
check out. “Check out Free. This band is 
somewhat overlooked. They just write 
great rock and roll tunes.” The axeman 
also suggests the legendary Frank Zappa 
because “he was a great musician and a 
great composer. It’s like organized chaos.” 
The guitarist also shows some love for 


carious situation. Since the group had only a month's 
free time before they were scheduled to resume their 
Godsmack duties, they knew the pressure was on. 
Larkin offered up the perfect solution when he suggest- 
ed he get in touch with his former Ugly Kid Joe band- 
mate, Crane. 


“| was just hanging out at 
home in California,” Crane said. 
“Then the phone rings and it’s 
Shannon being.all excited, telling me about this side- 


mix thr mack with one part Ugly Kid Joe 
SH a ae mabe Hk mae What you Tf up wihi isa project hes working on with the other Godsmack eee fellow local Atlanta bands, suggesting 
hard rocking hybrid thats clearly another animal from the get-go. Indeed, on their self=»--He asked if'd like to be involved, and my first response Stonerider’s friends in Program The Dead 
titled debut disc, the band called Another Animal show that thelr shared and.divergent WAS ‘Do Ihave to try out?’ When he said that | didn't, | RRETNTeRRSCCeCel TR Cia iCcaco ese 
musical backgrounds have melded to create one of the year's most interesting album _.. sald Dude, countime in, I'l be,there tomorrow. signed to Roadrunner Records. 
releases. With material drawn primarily from work done while guitarist Tony Rombola, . Working fast-and-loose, letting their musical 
bassist Robbie Merrill and drummer Shannon Larkin were waiting for Godsmack instincts serve as their primary guide as they melded GARY HOLT, EXODUS 
vocalist Sully Erna to show up to begin recording the Smacks 20068 disc IV, once Metal ingredients with grunge philosphies and punk When Exodus guitarist Gary Holt checked 
these three rockers found themselves with a littl free time Another Animal quickly assions, within three weeks this freshly-minted band —_PSAAAPSRMe eaters ro) TTT RenT  teTare es 
took on a life ofits own. And when the budding unit called in their former bandmate,  had:laid down the dozen tracks that now comprise Goatwhore. so that 
guitarist Lee Richards, and Larkin gave a shout-out to his ex-UKJ associate, vocalist Another, Animal Rather than being thrown of-base (PAR IRSTRR a hymen nitatee 
Whitfield Crane, this crazy rock and roll concoction reached an instant fruition. by Cranes father sudden intfoduction, all rwolved | AAA aSnarerer ey ia 
: “Almost all the songs on uickly realized that the singer's bluesy wail and kinetic be vainces hic fa 
this album were written energy not only added an extra element to songs like sais 
while we waited for Sully to Distant Signs, The Beast Within and Broken Again but AMINA sane Sk oe 
finish up some personal that it further distanced the.band’s sound from its guys need to chec 
business back in ‘06," Godsmack-generated roots. And while they remain just (MROMMGIeeMAUiLeLien 
arrill said. “We were all ly proud of their Godmack connections, they all look When we were tour 
writing for Godsmack, but forward fo making this side project an important part of MRAM TAP AIC MgT 
: we really weren't focused on their rock and roll resumes. — them every night, 
what style the songs were “The best case scenario is that Another Animal can (RREUIIOR UT Uecue tome 
“4 presenting. Some we knew would work for the band, while others wouldn't. By the be for us what Stone Sour is to Corey Taylor and Jim REA Saisiialele 
time Sully showed up, we had 40 songs ready to go, and when only four of them Root,” Larkin said. “We're ready to get back to they have elements 
made it onto that album, we knew we wanted to do something with the rest of them.’ Godsmack the moment that Sully is ready. But in the ROVAVERATOTARAT cere Lan 
When they found themselves on a brief break from Godsmack early in 2007, mean time, this band has given us the chance to pres- (IRIRTeM ee ttelm@tel eNINTetiL 
Rombola, Merrill and Larkin called up original Godsmack guitarist Richards (whose ent material that's been sitting around for years, and AVMs) evel anteieel Mush mestoTatomlY lelielaaeete sie 
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it right. After 


s— 2004s Bloodsimple and 2005s A 
ide-sp 
munity, yet enjoy only moderate c 
packed hardcore unit feel that 
latest effort, Red Harvest. This 
ike Ken 
5 Troy) and gui 


the metal com- 
this power- 


they've created the ideal “heavy” bal- 
time around, vocalist 
Kyle Sanders (brother 
Nick Rowe have created their most 
ng and erudite disc-to-date, and by doing 
their 
d rock hierarchy. 
e bored when we started working on this 
iams said. “So | took it as a challenge to create some- 
al and organic than anything we had done 
before. The goal wasn't to re-write the heavy music history book. It 
ore to better ourselves and make sure that we took the 


much more 


nse afforded Red Harvest, it is clear 
this New York-based hardcore unit has finally begun to establish 
contemporary music scene. Having 


New Jersey 


from the Big Apple), the band was 
focus fully on presenting their most complex, compelling and 
rom a 1929 “pulp fict 


ion’ detective 


taking their 


something that 


g that band's vocalist John 
three-song demo tape. That was enough to 

d the band a record deal, but since Kosko had previous commitments he was 
uickly bow out of Another Animal, leaving the band's future in a rather pre- 


SHOOTING STARS—BLOODSIMPLE 


may have never seen the light of day if this opportuni- 
ty hadn't arisen. For us, it's like a little vacation from 

our day jobs, and we're trying to have as much fun as 
possible while doing it.” 


in with their Louisiana charm and you've 
got Goatwhore.” Goatwhore’s latest, A 
Haunting Curse, is out on Metal Blade, so 
if you like swampy, dirty, full bore heavy 
metal, then follow Mr. Holt’s advice. 


= 


is a story arc that connects elements throughout the album, and 
hopefully each one of those brings the listener further into the story... 
as well as the music.” 
Such an ambitious undertaking comes naturally to Williams and 
his troops. With lineages that delve deep into the history of the metal 
“underground”, at times throughout their latest endeavor Bloodsimple 
still seem intent on utilizing their past experiences as a springboard 
for their latest musical excursions. As proven on such new songs as 
Ride With Me, Dark Helmet and Death From Above, this is one band 
still designed for maximum impact... and, they hope, for maximum 
exposure as well. Clearly, with more than 30 years of collective music 
biz experience, this unit believes that their time has finally come. 
“We've done our time,” Williams said with a gruff laugh. “We're 
not rookies at this. We've all been in bands, paid our dues, and it's 
time to see if we can make Bloodsimple something special. The initial 
reaction to what we've done on Red Harvest tells us we're headed 
in the right direction. 

As Williams indicated, Red Harvest represents something very 
Special in the lives of these music industry veterans. The members of 
Bloodsimple have already faced their fair share of rock industry trials 
and tribulations. Both Williams and Kennedy were members of the 
quasi-legendary East Coast hardcore band Vision of Disorder, while 
the unit's other members performed with an array of underground 
metal forces ranging from Skrew to Downset. But it wasn't until these 
four rockers joined forces in 2002, and began to carve their own 
unique place in the contemporary music pantheon (thanks in part to 
the help of Mudvayne’s Chad Gray), that the true nature of 
Bloodsimple began to become readily apparent. 


JUSTIN LONGSHORE, 

THROUGH THE EYES OF THE DEAD 
South Carolina’s Through The Eyes Of 
The Dead are a part of the burgeoning 
neo-death metal scene that’s rising up out 
of the metal underground, thanks to their 
brain scarring riffs, thunderous percus- 
sion, and just-escaped-the-bowels-of-hell 
vocals. The band’s latest album, Malice, 
just came out on Prosthetic Records and 
you should definitely clean the wax outta 
your ears and give that disc a chance. 
However, guitarist Justin Longshore has 
a thing for artsy, noise metal masters, 
Neurosis. “I’ve always admired the music 
that Neurosis have put out through the 
years,” says Longshore. “Given To The 
Rising is a brilliant aloum packed with 
dark and shimmering imagery through 
layered atmospheric guitar work. | was 
excited to hear that Steve Albini mixed 
this one. He did an amazing job and real- 
ly captured Neurosis’s sound of the 
apocalypse.” 
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HP reviews the 
latest CDs & DVDs 


Each month we like to put two of our 
top Hit Parader staffers in a room with 
a stack of new releases. Sometimes 
they agree on the quality of these 
recent arrivals— more often, they 
don’t. Either way, we call this exercise 
in musical futility Collision Course. 


ia They've been called everything from The Future Of Heavy Metal, 
«tothe Best New Band of the 21st Century... all on the strength of a 

chart-topping debut album, The Poison. Now with the release of 

&< their sophomore disc, Scream Aim Fire, Bullet For My Valentine 
*@ ~— seem intent on proving that all the hype that sur- 

~ rounded their explosive 2006 debut on the hard 

rock scene was more-than-justified. With classic 

# metal elements blending seamless with cutting- 

edge philosophies there’s something for everyone 

on this disc, though at times these British bashers 

do appear a tad too intent on reinventing the hard 

rock wheel. Still, this is a solid second album from a 

% band with the weight of the heavy metal kingdom 

resting on their collective shoulders. All things consid- 

ered, they could’ve done much worse. 

GRADE: B 


GODSMACK 
GOOD TIMES BAD TIMES 

Godsmack have now been with us for a decade. That's a fact 
Clearly not lost on Sully Erna and the gang who have marked the 
occasion by releasing a “greatest hits” collection, Good Times Bad 
Times... Ten Years of Godsmack. Filled with such by-now instant- 
ly familiar hard rock classics as Voodoo, Keep Away, | Stand Alone 
and Straight Out of Line (along with a new, titular cover of Led 
Zeppelin’s Good Times Bad Times), the 16-track disc presents 
these tough-as-nails Boston rockers as one of their era’s most 
important units— a distinction that they've richly deserved due to 
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their multi-platinum selling albums and sold-out 
world tours. What is perhaps most striking is to note 
the singular ferocity with which the Smack attack 
each and every one of these songs... no acoustic 
interludes, power ballad postures or melodic mean- 
derings to mar the power packed proceedings. 
GRADE: A- 


When Godsmack first emerged on what was 
then called the Nu Metal scene in the late ‘90s, my 
original perception was that they were a band full of 
bluster— one filled with more anger and aggression 


4) than over talent. Thanifully, that opinion soon began 


| to change when | realized the depth of emotion 
housed in each of their songs. While | can still live 
without the buffalo bellows that Sully Erna some- 

_ times mistakes for vocals, for the most part 
Godsmack has earned their place in the contempo- 
rary hard rock hierarchy, a fact proudly put on dis- 

_ play throughout Good Times Bad Times... Ten 

Years of Godsmack. 
GRADE: B+ 


What do you get when you mix three parts 
Godsmack with one part Ugly Kid Joe and toss in 
one long-time associate for good measure? What 
you end up with is a hard rocking hybrid that’s clear- 
ly another animal from the get-go. Indeed, on their 
-, as __ Self-titled debut disc, the band called Another Animal 
Ze : ie show that their shared and divergent musical back- 
grounds have melded to create an interesting, if gen- 
erally unspectacular, result. With material drawn pri- 
marily from work done while guitarist Tony 
Rombola, bassist Robbie Merrill and drummer 
Shannon Larkin were waiting for Godsmack vocalist 
__._ Sully Erna to show up to begin recording the 
_..... $mack’s 2006's disc IV, once these three rockers 
found themselves with a little free time Another 
Animal quickly took on a life of its own. And when 
the budding unit called in their former bandmate, 
guitarist Lee Richards, and Larkin gave a shout-out 
to his ex-UKJ associate, vocalist Whitfield Crane, this 
rock and roll concoction reached an instant fruition. 
All involved quickly realized that the singer’s bluesy 
wail and kinetic energy not only added an extra ele- 
ment to songs like Distant Signs, The Beast Within 
and Broken Again but that it further distanced the 
band’s sound from its Godsmack-generated roots. 
GRADE: B- 
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West Virginia’s Byzantine continues to make 
thrashtastic, guitar-riffic heavy metal on each 
successive release with Oblivion Beckons 
upping the ante and elevating the bar on the 
band’s past efforts. This disc is dirty metal 
coated in a thick paste of anger, rage, vim, 
vigor, and vinegar. But that’s not to suggest 
that Oblivion Beckons (or Byzantine, for that 
matter) is just a slab of mindless music. 
Several songs, like aloum opener Absolute 


| Horizon and The Gift Of Discernment, have 


progressive structures and an appreciation 
for melody. Oblivion Beckons is what hap- 
pens when smart and savage collide on a 
single record. 


(Napalm) 


Death metal. That’s what you'll hear on 


Catastrophic’s Anthology Of Murder. The 
album is a rather standard serving of meat-‘n ’ 
potatoes death metal, and nothing gets.a true 
metalhead’s blood pumping or his belly full, 
like some steak and starch! Catastrophic 
aren't trying to experiment or wander into. 
experimental terrain, and that’s fine with us. 
Rather, the band, featuring Trevor Peres of 
Obituary fame, keeps the blast beats firing on 
all cylinders, while the chunky riffs perfectly 
complement the guttural vocals, which are: 
never too Cookie Monster for their own good. 
Recommended tracks: Pathology Of Murder, 
The Messenger, and Problem, Reaction, 
Solution. 


Yes, Indiana’s Gwen Stacy takes its name 
from the Spiderman comic book character. 
You know, Gwen Stacy, right? She was Peter 
Parker’s post- 


Mary Jane 

squeeze, all WF rey 
blonde and ht doa dae 
beautiful. 

Musically, this 


Gwen Stacy 

doesn’t. mirror 

its namesake; 

The Life | Know 

is by-the-num- 

bers screamo, 

where throat 
ripping screams and moshpit approved 
breakdowns are paired with melodic, clean 
crooning. Melody mixed with a metallic 
maelstrom is extremely commonplace in the 
metalcore scene in 2008, and Gwen Stacy 
contributes quite nicely, although not break- 
ing any sort of ground in the process. You 
like Atreyu? You'll like this. 
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AIRBOURNE, RUNNIN’ WILD 


Arrogant, assured and with more than a touch of outright rock 
and roll swagger, on their debut disc Airbourne often come across as 
the modern day equivalent of rock and roll avengers, guys out to 
save the music world from itself. And that approach seems to be 
working! Already this hard rocking band has won over audiences 
throughout their Australian homeland after hitting the road with such 
stalwarts as Motley Crue and the Rolling Stones. But now this power 
packed, AC/DC-inspired quartet have set their sights on America, and 
who among us would bet against this riff-rocking contingent as they 

set out on what they know will 
be a long, hard sojourn to win 
over State-side rock and roll 
hearts? Judging by such 
Runnin’ Wild tracks as What's 
Eatin’ You and Diamond In 
The Rough, this is one unit 
that’s not about to take “no” 
for an answer. 
GRADE: B+ 


Hey, | like a good-time, 
no-holds-barred, riff-rocking 
band as much as the next 

guy. I've ten an AC/DC fan since | was old enough to Know what 
a guitar was. But |’m still not totally convinced that what the hard 
rock world needs right now Is another one of those retro, three- 
chords-and-out bands that seemed on the verge of dying out 20 
years ago. Sure the stuff Airbourne brings fourth on their debut disc, 
Runnin’ Wild, is fun to listen to. But while there will always be a 
place for this kind of stuff, I'm not necessarily in the mood to pro- 
mote it. 
GRADE: C+ 


@ — Weall know and love Sebastian Back from his memorable stint 
swith Skid Row back in the Hair Metal ‘80s. But the sad fact is that 
%4 that band’s halcyon days with Bas were now more than 20 years ago. 
*. Not that such a notion seems to matter to Bach and his latest musical 
iy cohorts who lay down the rock and roll thunder in fine style through- 
=: Out Angel Down. But before you think that this is just another collec- 
fa; tion of slightly warmed-over hard rock hits, let it be said that Bach 
é- deserves a major thumb’s up for attempting to expand his rock and 
M< roll vocabulary in a number of spots on this set. Perhaps the disc’s 
:.. most note-worthy element is the appearance of the legendary Axl 
wf, Rose on three tracks, But the fact of the matter is that Bas’ voice has 
never sounded stronger... and he doesn’t need “help” from anyone to 
gg, get across his rock and roll message, no matter how high-profile they 
® may be. 
4a GRADE: B 
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When you name your new 
album Metal, you’re certainly 
not masking your intentions. 
But then again, when you're 
Canada’s Annihilator, you’ve 
got nothing to prove and cer- 
tainly nothing to hide. 
Annihilator have been making 
a metal racket for over a 

dozen years, and longtime 
guitar hero Jeff Waters feels 
that this record is reminiscent 
of his band’s first four efforts! 
It’s definitely full of solos, gui- 
tar masterwork, and thrash is 
the heart that pumps the blood 
through Metal’s veins. 
Featuring gues appearances by 
Arch Enemy’s Angela Gossow 
and Michael Amott, Children of 
Bodom’s Alexi Laiho, and 
Trivium’s Corey Beaulieu, Metal 
not only thrashes like a bratty 
child having a fit, but it’s also 
Super au-corran and totally rele- 
vant in 2008. We like Couple 
Suicide, Downright Dominate, 
Operation Annihilation, and 
Kicked. 


(Century Media) 
Sworn Enemy is one of those bands 
that is like a cockroach. ley 
won't die! z 
And we at 
Hit Parader 
know the 
band will 
take that 
statement 
as a compli- 
ment, 
because Hoy i 
that’s how it A aan oe 
was meant! ee 
Despite a 
few membership changes and a for- 
merly unstable label situation, the 
band remains tougher than a gang of 
thugs and as resilient as any survivor 
out there! Maniacal is another chap- 
ter in Sworn Enemy’s history of old 
school hardcore with a heart. The 
band stays on the straight-and-nar- 
row throughout the course of these 
10 songs, never giving up and never 
giving in. If you dig Hatebreed, 
Madball, or classic era bands like Sick 
Of It All, then no doubt Sworn Enemy 
will be your thing. 


cy nem) 


They said it would never happen, but it 
has. Brothers Max and Iggor (that’s 
how he’s spelling his name now) 
Cavalera who rose to fame 
thanks to their groundbreaking 
work in Sepultura, one of the 
most seminal metal bands of all 
time, have reunited after an acri- 
monious 1996 split that saw 
vocalist/guitarist Max exiting the 
band to form Soulfly, who were 
influential in their own right 
when they started. Fast-forward 
12 years. Iggor has left the 
Seps and reunited with his 


brother in this side project, which 


appears to be the closest thing to a 
Sepultura reunion that we'll see in the 
near future. Inflikted combines the 
best elements of Soulfly and 
Sepultura. There’s lots of tribal drum- 
beats, and the guitars are fast ‘n 
thrashy. There’s no traces of some of 
the hip-hop or world music that Max 
experiments with in Soulfly; instead, 
Inflikted deals strictly in metallic riffs 
and throaty roars. Diehard Sep fans’ll 
love Sanctuary, Terrorize, and Ultra- 
Violent. Re-united and it feels so good. 
And so metal! 
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the aspects of melody which seemed to come to the 


avid Draiman knew he was gonna ruffle some feathers with the lyrical content featured on 
Disturbed’s latest album, Indestructible. With the album’s title and lead track showing sup- 
port for the US troops fighting in Iran, the chrome-domed vocalist sensed that his actions 
would be interpreted— and misinterpreted— by those who chose to view his unit’s efforts in 
a somewhat superficial manner. Draiman believed that some might view his band’s support 


for our soldiers as support for the war they’re fighting. Nothing could be further from the truth. But 
as Draiman, guitarist Dan Donegan, drummer Mike Wengren and bassist John Moyer bask in the 
praise heaped upon the darkly disturbing contents of their fourth disc, they know that they’ve now 
become the focus of some unwanted media scrutiny. But as we discovered when we sat down with 
the ever-erudite Mr. Draiman, he’s ready, willing and able to tackle anything that might come his way. 


Hit Parader: The song indestructible lias already ade ian 060: 
ole sit-up and take notice due to vis lvneal content: Has that sur- 
prised: ou? 
David Draian. Not really. | felt like | wanted to write something that 
- would be supportive of the soldiers out there, the people who were 
laying their lives on the line every day in Iran, and other places. |. 
wanted to write something for them that would empower them, take 
away some of the fear that they must have on a daily basis. The whole 
focus of this album Is to make you feel strong in the face of adversity. 
HPs /oucve touched non support for the troops betore: bufin-a more 
pound-aboutway: 

- ): There are some differences this time. In past songs I’ve dis- 
cussed the total futility of war. There are lives being 
lost every day— on both sides of the conflict— and | 

think any sensible person would be hard pressed to 
tell you exactly why this is happening. We've all heard 
the rhetoric, but the realities are quite a bit different. 
But please don’t mistake my approach on those 
songs as being anti-military. What | wanted to stress 
with Indestructible is that you can be an incredible 
supporter of our troops yet still be staunchly anti-war. 
HP: Some fans felt that Disturbed fad gone.in an 
iNGreagInGly More accessible direction.on each ot 
vOUr previgus inree albums Yet Indestructible seems 
Foto go in he opposite-direction: 

~ ()D: That's a fairly accurate observation. There are still 


- fore on both Believe and Ten Thousand Fists, but | 

think for the most part we've gone back to the more 
aggressive style that characterized The Sickness. The good thing is 
that we know how to temper each of these elements to best suit our 
needs, which is why this is a more diverse and well-rounded album. 

What has come out of us— perhaps to a surprising extent— is the 

_ darkness which seems to pervade so many of the new songs. | don’t 

know if we really expected that when we began work on this album. 
But itis there, and we can’t deny it. | imagine it simply reflects some 

of the things that have occurred in our lives over the last year or so. 
OAR: Villiat fag cone onanvoue ite that Nas bean-ce dark? 

OD: There have been a number of challenging things. | had a motor- 
cycle accident which set me back for a while. There was a fire at my 
home that destroyed some things that | cared about. And there have 

_ been some personal things that have kind of caught me off- guard; | 
went through a bad relationship, which is something | discuss in the 
song Deceiver . And it gets even more bizarre in that regard on Inside 
the Fire which gets involved in discussions of murder and suicide. It’s 

all very edgy at times, which reflected the mood | was in when we 
began work on this album. So when it came to writing this music, | 
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“The whole 

TOCUSTOMINIS 
GIDUIMESHO 
nraWenyou 

FEGIEStFONGHIN 
thentaGelor 
anes.” 


just said, ‘Let’s go for it. Let’s make it angry and dark and aggressive.’ 
Now you can hear the results. 

HP: We -know-that.vousprodueedndestructible-yourselves: How-did 
that.change. things? 

D> It made us very self-analytical, and very dependent upon one 
another. | don’t believe that any of us particularly needs the others to 
say what they think is good or bad because we're so critical of our- 
selves. But without a producer around, you feel even more pressure 
to make sure that things are exactly the way they.should be. 
Sometimes, with a producer, you're almost like a kid in school— you 
do your assignment and then wait for your grade. Without that 
authority figure there, the task falls upon you to know when you've 
done things the right way. It’s been a very interesting 
and empowering experience for all of us. 

HP: With three enitically acclaimed “commercially:suc- 
cessfukalbums:teyour-credit: how: much-oressure did 
you feelwhile working, on.this album? 

©) There's always pressure, but for us most of that 
has been self-imposed. We feel so committed to creat- 
ing something that really stands apart each time we go 
into the studio. That gets tougher each time you make 
an album. You want to make sure that nothing you do 
sounds like something you've done before, or that 
some lyrical theme or phrase isn’t repetitive. That can 
be really tough at times. So we're not feeling pressure 
from fans or the media... we're feeling pressure from 
ourselves. 

HP: Disturbed fas Sunvvector tour albums-— a true 
ifetime in the world Of rock aneerole Does that mae 
Misbanch dndestrictile:2 

5 > (Laughing). There's no question that the album title has any num- 
ber of meanings. We have not only survived as a band, but we've 
done so while maintaining both our integrity and our status as a 
musical force. That is quite an accomplishment these days, especially 
for a hard rock band. We've been able to live up to fans’ expectations 
with each album we've done, which is why | think we've been able to 
survive and prosper in what have been lean times for this kind of 
music. 

HP? Uo jou dene naricular pleasure When vou Tedd DOSHIVE regiaWS 
Ob what youve created? 

5. Of course. But to be honest, | derive even greater satisfaction 
from a fan who comes up to me and says that a song on one of our 
albums, or a concert of ours that they attended, had an impact on 
their life. l'm even more moved when | hear that soldiers preparing to 
go into battle listen to Disturbed in order to get ready. If our music 
can bring a degree of fearlessness a strength to soldiers, | can not 
be more proud. 


PHOTO: ANNAMARIA DISANTO 
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abriel Garcia, vocalist and guitarist for the exciting, young hard rock unit, Black Tide, admits 

that he’s wanted to be a Rock Star for as long as he could understand what such an ambition 

entailed. From the time he was eight, young Gabriel was surrounded by the thudding, plodding, 

shredding beats supplied by many of metal’s finest practitioners. And it was that motivation 

that in 2003, at the tender age of 10, first led him to team with guitarist Alex Nunez, bassist 
Zakk Sandler and drummer Steven Spence to form Black Tide. Now, four years later, that partnership 
has resulted in the recording of that band’s debut disc, Light From Above. And despite their age (the 
rest of the BT brigade are all under 20) this Miami- based unit has already accomplished a heck of a 
lot... including a well-received main stage gig at the 2007 Ozzfest and a national tour opening for 
Avenged Sevenfold. Somewhat surprisingly, all things considered, young Gabriel has managed to keep 
ne in amazing ee 


Managed to ge ghly 

major label deal) ied directly to what the 
band hopes will be a career-making stint on 
the main stage at last summer's Ozzfest. 
Indeed, even all these months later the 
hangover left from that heady experience is 
still paramount in this unit's thought 
process. 

“It was crazy, man,” Garcia said. “Sharing 
the stage with Ozzy and Lamb of God, it 
was just an awesome feeling. I’ve been lis- 
tening to Lamb of God constantly for the 
past two years; then we got to meet them, 
and they turned out to be really cool. We 
learned so much about touring on Ozzfest. 
It was a crash course in learning what to do 
and what not to do. It was our first real 
tour, so it was like, ‘Okay — this is how you 
properly soundcheck; this is how you prop- 
erly sing into a mic; this is what you should 
never say to a crowd in Detroit!’ It was a 
great way to kick off our career.” 

Actually, if we want to be totally accurate 
about such things, Black Tide first began 
their career in Miami area clubs back in 
2004... at a time when none of the band 
members could even legally get into such 


fr establishments. Undeterred by such minor 
wanted to write the details, the band hit that scene with a 
: . vengeance, with their hard work eventuall 
50. ? sa bic ond we bb paying off with an invitation to perform af 
the 2006 Florida Music Festival. It was 
there, in front of countless music industry 


heavyweights, that the unit first showed the 
world that a major new force had arrived on 


“| guess this is all kind of natural for me,” he said. “I can’t remember a time when | wasn’t the heavy metal scene. 
listening to music and dreaming of playing it myself. When | was “We only did three songs at that festival,” 
really young my cousin used to play Iron Maiden, Pantera and y Garcia said. “But it was enough. 


We were the heaviest band 
playing, and you could just 
1 look out from the stage and 
_ see a lot of jaws dropping. 
They didn’t know what 
to expect from us— 
but they quickly 
found out! It only 
took a couple of 
| days for the 
§ major labels to 
; start calling us. 


Megadeth albums all the time. He played them for me, and he 
taught me how to play guitar. And then | 
just practiced my ass off. | always 
knew this is what | wanted to do.” 
Drawing on classic hard rock 
influences as diverse as 
Metallica, Guns N’ Roses, 
Rush and Killswitch Engage, 
throughout Light From Above 
Black Tide manage the difficult 
task of blending time-tested 
metal energies with a dis- 
tinctly 21St Century 
approach. On songs like 
Live Fast Die Young, 
Warriors of Time and 
Shockwave, this energy- 
packed unit show that 
they learned their rock 
and roll lessons well. In 
fact, the power and pas- 
sion featured throughout 
their debut disc (which 
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major label deal 
_ these days. We 
} just kind of went 
= with it, and this 
Seu, is where we've 
ended up.” 


mega-watt star power. Ae that time, 
lousands of musicians have performed i 
pon- “hundreds of bamie- ranging from 
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of ually every descripti 
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asting a magical musical 

web upon his loyal follow- 
ng. Part Jim Morrison-like 
(in fact, on occa- 


during his distinguished run 
the Cult, Ast 


q ‘80s, is quite noseie th a skid Row’s Sebastian Bach remains that 
mos endearing and enduring symbol. With his too-pretty- for-a-guy 


anted and every guy wanted to be. And since those halcyon, chart- 
; Bach hasn't slowed down one bit. In addition to touring and 
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pop up Baderere on 
MTV screens or in their 
- sold-out local arenas don’t 
~ understand the degree of 
_ impact that thisNew 

~ Jersey rocker had inthe — 
early-'80s both with his 
poodle-cut hair style 
| : oa to legend, 


come 


ACK: Jack Bruce did 
eam for no apparent re: on—he, cae with Eric Coe 
aker, were considered the “cream of the crop” when it cam 
sh blues-rock talent. With a flair for j jazz and blues as well 
rock, Bruce has remained a seminal force on the rock 
int ie lea his iouBWeT'S with his deft and ever-more- cr 


N, curr: és 
an C harismatic that everyone else in Metallica was ling to 
Angeles to San Francisco just so he could join their 


a nutshell, was the power of Cliff Burton 
ate Stage persona and rock- solid § t 


lways received (and, come to 9 think of it, continue to 
n’s share of credit when it comes to Black Sabbath’s pre- 
metal history, Geezer Butler was responsible for writing 
's biggest hits. When cae ed into the mix the notio 


pang Haus the same heavy metal band for 25 years, yet : recess 
ing “ Id name” recognition? That, alas, has been 
who ever since first placing Saxon VIVIAN CAMPBELL 
-of British Heavy Metal in the early 
ppard and Iron Maiden—has 
that hard ey unit’s musical 


of their * ‘original’ face-paint era, a was taking the ‘ac of the much- 
loved Peter Criss. Criss was Kiss’ “cat”, Carr became the band’s “fox.” label him a pu 
At first fans were a little resistant to this “radical” change—but they works for-us. Punk-rock: metal fireball it is. 
quickly realized that not only was Carr a superlative drummer (in all 


# honesty, someone who could play rings around Criss, though Carr CHERONE, GARY: it’s unfortunate that most mock Fane remember. 
ge would never have dreamed of making such a claim) he was also one of Gary Cherone’s shockingly short, artistically unsatisfying, overtly ~ 
See CRC R UE mm aeaem § preening “Car wreck” career .with a post- Sammy Hagar Van-Halen in” 
ee of a true star. F the mid-90s more than they recall his shining More Tawan Words r 
a efforts with Extreme in the ‘80s. It was with that band that Cherohe’s 
= CASTILLO, RANDY: ozzy Osbourne... Motley Crue...Lita strong vocal style and self-assured stage presence first won over a 


= Ford...Dio—just a few of the bands that the late, great Randy Castillo legion of ardent supporters who viewed him as a true star-on-the-rise. 
me performed with during his high-profile career. Perhaps best known for But after his brief, ill-fated tenure with the VH boys (with whom he 
MISS a UROAA CH CRNCMUN EMER CONC CURT mt cntrmsesm™e recorded just one album), Cherone’s star quickly lost luster. and has 
=. as The Ultimate Sin, No Rest For The Wicked and No More Tears), F yet to recover its stellar sheen. 
= Castillo’s frenetic drum style was often favorably compared to the likes 
= of John Bonham and Keith Moon. He remained in perpetual demand 
me from recording and touring bands until cancer took his life in 
= 2002... he was 51 years old. 


- CAVALERA, IGOR: 
> During his 25 year stint in 
=< Brazil’s favorite heavy metal 
export, Sepultura, drummer 
Igor Cavalera has helped 
forge the collision of metal 
and tribal principles in.a 
= unique and continually fasci- 
== nating musical brew. He may 
™ be overshadowed by his 
= brother Max, but Igor isa star 
> in his own right. By the way, 
= these days he seems to be 
spelling it Iggor. Go figgure! - 


- CAVALERA, MAX: For 


more than two decades Max 
= Cavalera’s heavy metal stock has 
> continued to rise. First as the 
= charismatic leader of Brazil's pre- hy 
- mier metal supergroup, . 
= Sepultura, and then asthe front- fe. 
man of Soulfly, Cavalera’s rugged 
riffs and uncompromising song ¥ 
; structures have propelled both he 
» and his bands to a position of 
unquestioned prominence within 
== the metal world. This is one rocker 
> who literally and figuratively placed 
== his homeland on the heavy metal 
= map. 


= CAZARES, DINO: He doesn't 
we look like a rock star, and he doesn’t 
wee =always act like one (he’s too damn 
© smart!) But none-the-less, portly 
guitarist Dino Cazeras helped Fear 
Factory send volts of electric riffs 
t- through the twisted psyches of hard 
> rock fans around the globe. 


> CHANCELLOR, JUSTIN: Too! 
has long ranked among the strangest 
Ye and most unpredictable bands in rock. 
ss Each member of that unit has played a 
bea, vital role in making their quartet one of 
=< the most respected groups in the entire ; 
. hard rock world. As the last member of 
= join Tool, bassist Justin Chancellor is 
- occasionally overlooked by those more i hi 
intrigued by the creepy-crawly work of 
frontman Maynard James Keenan. But 
his contributions to this band’s sound 
remain a vital cog in the ever-quixotic 
Tool steamroller. 
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ilding als, few ou Nerearae He recently reunited with ona 


urprising. ae it had been Wil rumored that 
e ao sea with Leppard, he was at 


, but as a legion of fans whe 
d roll cause. 


| jarke hike his realm of ‘atl 
form pail oy UFO ae 


1e mid-'9 
Juic eg nove d to be 
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y, he has t 


COVERDALE, 


enjoyed picking on 


sedate members of 


string of car-humping, groupie-grabbing videos he 
MTV during his chart-top pping run with Whitesnake during the 
go-go ‘80s just rubbed some folks th 
nay think of him, however, during his memorable 


ter what you n 
stints with Deep Pu 
ally proven himself 


| CRAHAN, SHAUN “CLOWN”: To many fans he is 


the “face” of Slipk 
has caused the 


worship him to sc 


adulation. Yup, Shawn 
“Clown” Crahan has 
become one of the 
most recognized and 


respected heavy 
lusic forces of 
this decade, yet 
few who follow 
nis percussive 
blasts with the 
Knot truly 


the key 
ole 
he 


i # tise 


SHAUN “CLOWN” CRAHAN 


S 5, Corn ell then we 


tury before breaking asunder in early 2007 
re-launched his solo career \ 


nair-flowing style was a little too Led-clone for some de 
followers of hard rock fashion. 
bellow vocal style w 


uninitiated to scream in out- 
right horror and the “maggots” who 


understand . @ 


a. ; 

ees % : Page y, Mc de ema Si ‘ » pe ; 
on to help form Audioslave, a group that 
e one of th : ‘most successful hard rock attractions of a 
. More recent- 
with mixed results. 
ether ange 

mark as the leade 

back in the late 80s: Over tr 
years he’s popped up briefly in 
wide variety of interesting pro 
ects, most recently Another 
Animal, where he appeared alo 
side the Sully- eo ae Of 
Godsmack. ; 


DAVID: it seems as if people have always 
David Coverdale. Maybe his open-shirted, 
dicated 
Maybe his blues-based buffalo 
Jas just too intense for some of the more 
the rock community. And maybe the 

made for 


the wrong way. But no mat- 


may be tiny, but she always had-a- 
big voice, one that powergd NYC 
doom- death band Crisis to a surpris- 
ing degree of international acclaim. . 
They say good things come in small: 
packages, and this dynamic frontwoman 
is apparent proof of that. 


CRISS, PETER: Peter-Criss knows it’s 
hard to be taken that seriously when 
you're sitting behind a drum kit dresser 
like a space-age cat. But Criss is 
also fully aware that it’s been his 
“look” as well as his funda- - 
mentally sound playing. « 
style that has made him - 
a true Meckicon during 
his on-again, off- ~~ < 
again tenure with- 
. Kiss over the . 
fast 35 year: 
Perhaps best 
known to the - 


ple and the ‘Snake, Coverdale has continu- 
0 be Hard Rock Frontman Par Excellence. 


not—a bloody, clown-masked face that 


eam in outright 


Beth, Criss” 
hard-edged » 
drumming ~ 
Stylehas 
rarely been 
properly 
credited. 


CROSBY, 
DAWN: 
Tragically, . 
Fear Of God's 
singer Dawn 
Crosby died 
way-too-young, 
but she left a rich 
musical legacy in 
her wake. It’s 
impressive to see the 
number of “tribute” 
sites her passing has 
generated on the web. 


CROSBY, ROBBIN: Soe 


The towering 6 foot-6 = 

inch Ratt guitarist always = 

made quite an impression 
on stage with his blond good 


} 


fe most dynamic on-sta ? orces in rock. Indeed, his fierce 
der the spotlight has helped make his dynamic Latin- rock 
ita ajor Player in certain hard rock circles. 


; Say what you want about him—that he was a raving 
t one of the most overlooked forces in metal history—the 
ins that Suicidal Tendencies frontman Cyko Myko (aka Mike 
afiong the truly unique forces in hard rock history. Hey, he 
pire. Limp Bizkit’s Fred Durst. No 


in 
takes to hes just about everything involv with this headline- 
ragrabhing unit’s ascension up the metal ladder. His heavily propulsive 
“hasse 1g0) ong the group’s sound at a thundering, lumbering 
‘b astodon, ie you expect anything else? 


ain n more ek bow everyone 
yi ith their instrumental bite Still, 


DeLEO, DEAN: While his star has 


years—in almost direct correlation to 
tus of his former Stone Temple Pilot 
(now vocalist for Velvet Revolver)— 
that guitarist Dean DeLeo played in | 
scape of the mid-‘90s. At a time whe 
metal—was considered a cultural ps 
style told all within ear-shot 
Now, with the success of Arm 
Rob and ex-Filter vocalist 
full display. 
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ometimes people tend 
look the guitar-based power th lies so near the c crux of 
Park’s incredible success. St 
retal hipness and the key 
ooks the contributions made aa axe man Brad Delson then 
issing a major piece of the LP creative puzzle. He may 
ys look the part of the classic Rock God with his scruffy 
(-present headphones, but he certainly plays like 
talented and creative roe of recent times. 


WARREN: It's am bing how little respect 

ds that served as the cornerstone of the West 

‘olution of the ‘80s now receive. They're either 
light-craving “hair farmers” or minimally tal; ge 
sah a fact of the matter is that mi 


ee ee ey ee: 


rats he sherrese en paired tenet nee 


os out Nous of that band’s top- sting aren oo to hear 
his stinging lead work in ¢ ction. 


CA DeVILLE, C.C.: 00. Deville 
DeVILLE admits that he hasn’t always han- 
dled the “burdens” associated with being a 
rock star very well. They’ ve caused his weigh 
to fluctuate wildly. They've caused him to 
~ lead what might best be termed a “danger 
ous” lifestyle. And it’ 
im into conflict with of Poison bandmates. 
ut despite it all, when it’s time for him to 
_ plug in his guitar and start playing, the — 
sprightly, stylish sounds that he produces — 
ever cease to bring a smile of excitement 
| who hear ‘em. 


IAMOND, KING: The first time we 
untered King Diamond, the quasi- mys- 
jeade of Mercyful Fate (as well as his 
med solo band) was sitting behind a 
¥ desk in his label’s Los Angeles offices and 
‘ing us if we wanted him to levitate a 
by 


: denying 
delivers his perpetua y hard ee tunes. 


DAVID DRAIMAN 


KEVIN .. 
DUBROW. | 


reo iat 


brew of fonts) a and a4 open 


vhatever reason this 1 ute d “es Carolina native ae 


+ spawning a whole <A. -gente ral hard rock acts inthe » 
nherent limitations of the approach—teamed with Dursts 


tol of the 21st ern 
Hes once 


‘and the “Th 
s. But those v ho listened to Elias play on 
es he that band’s 
series of 


_ albums were 
never fooled — 
oo otis 


es 
wc jiates 


EURONYMOUS: Some people just take this whole 
heavy metal thing waaaay too seriously. Euronymous was 
actually killed by a black metal scene rival, Varg 

Vikernes. We always knew there was something really 


strange about those Scandinavian goth guys. 


FAFARA, DEZ: {f you push the point with him, 


perhaps even Dez Fafara will admit that his vocal 
sound is something of an acquired taste. But to a 
generation of metal fans who first got behind Dez’ 


= off-center musical caravan with Coal Chamber, and 
= have since followed him on to his latest project, 

© DevilDriver, his efforts have represented some of 
E the finest “on-the-edge” metal presentations of the 
= last decade. When you throw in his heavily tat- 


tooed, slightly sinister stage persona for good 
measure, you end up with one of the more inter- 


. esting frontmen of the modern metal era. 


| FAIR, BRIAN: Shadows Fall singer Brian Fair 


> FARRELL, PERRY: Perry Farrell FIELDY 


may be noted for many qualities, including the 
notion that he can sing the lights out of just 


- about any song that comes his way. But most 


people will quickly center on the fact that he 
sports dreadlocks down to his butt. 


FARNER, MARK: Let's face it, Grand 


Funk Railroad never got much respect when 
they were packing arenas and selling millions 
of albums back in the ‘70s, and they proba- 
bly get even less respect today. You never 
hear them cited as a major influence by any- 
one—despite their string of radio-friendly 
hard rock hits. That band’s talented 
singer/songwriter/lead guitarist, Mark 
Farner, has come to grips with his role in 
rock and roll life, but sometimes he appar- 
ently still yearns for just a little more 
Credibility from an ever-resistant rock 

world. 


may never be confused with any of the 

best voices in the rock and roll world. After 

all, over the years his nasally whine has annoyed 
just as many people as it has pleased. But 

what the leader of such bands as Porno 

for Pyros and, most notably, Jane’s 


© Addiction has going for him is a no-fear 


kind of showmanship that has carried him 
to the pinnacle of too-hip-for-words suc- 


- cess. When you throw into the mix his 


ever-clever decision to launch the often- 
groundbreaking Lollapalooza Festival in the 
early ‘90s, you begin to get the picture of a 
guy who constantly has his mind cranked 
into high gear. 


FIELDY: Sometimes it seems as if Fiedly 


se runs the risk of becoming lost somewhere 


in the Korn stratosphere, hidden behind two 
(at least until the defection of Head) seven- 
string playing guitar masters, and the 
charisma generated by vocalist Jonathan 
Davis. But just ask those in-the-know— 
including his own bandmates—about the 
role the bassist plays within his band’s 
framework and they'll invariably inform you 
about exactly how important Fieldy’s 
approach is to creating and maintaining 
Korn’s chart-top musical perspectives. 


DANNI FILTH 


——§ 


FILTH, DANNI: call him what 
you like—Dani Filth, or the more 
conventional Dani Davey—there’s 
no question that Cradle of Filth’s 
esoteric frontman has come to rep- 
resent. a “new breed” of metal 
vocalist. With a well-developed 
penchant for screeching as well as 
singing, Filth uses everything in 
his considerable power to convey 
the dark, often disturbing music 
that fills COF’s shock rock 
playlist. Onea-string of best-sell- 
ing Euro-rock discs,-Filth and his. 
carefully chosen musical hench=* 
men have explored a variety of.» 
unusual lyrical topics ranging. 
from blood-chilling fantasy 
images to down-and-dirty rock 
posturings. It's-all made them 
Continental rock royal 
Mr. Filth serving as “King™ = 


EA: During his lengthy, and a imes controversial, run to the top 
aes inimitable Red Hot Chili ate Flea has continually proven — 


ee snd cue on-the-attack bass beats Tne the musig¢ ta at 
k apes. ee are few who can match this non-stop ee 
Fs f ; 


in often 
who pro- 
fA true intensity. 


JANICK GERS 


ev 
tion of Black Sabbath ‘beter their reformation with Ozz 
Oe to the pinnacle of his fame when he joined with ex- 


‘though generally overlogked hard rock bands of the early } 
tragic illness a short while later robbed both Gillen a re 
roll dreams and the music world of a trulyespecial tent . 


GILMOUR, DAVID: Sometimes | 
~~ of Pink Floyd. You can get 
caught up in the band’s” 


sics and simply look nas 
‘the intricate instrum 


musi 
_ portraits. ». 


C one of the preeminent 
aving performed most notably _ 
Ah and Rainbow. 
er who has worked with everyone from Judas Priest to 
ned, his impressive credits mark him as an essential ~ 
lopment of the classic Euro-rock sound. Even today, 
a roa as with the pe people, Glover remains as 


and lama: assbcatel with the metal scene ‘of 
placed ns a flannel- covered, down ‘n oe rock and ahs 


ossard nae to mak 
I ae While bandmate | 


musical units. Often the off-the-wall sensibilities espoused by these groups 
have drawn the derision of more conventionally-minded State-side fans. But 
Meshuggah was one of the bands that helped change the face of the Euro- 
metal scene through the strength, ae and conviction of their sound. 
Drummer Tomas Hakke has played a vital role in this transformation, serving 
as the multi-talented songwriter (and occasional vocalist) for his controver- 
sial band. 


& HAGAR, SAMMY: Love him, hate him, or merely accept him, Sammy 
== Hagar is one vocalist who has worked long and hard to earn the respect of 
"= everyone who has ever loved hard rock. Starting out as the power-voiced 

s frontman for the seminal early ‘70s American band Montrose, Hagar went on 
to launch a highly successful solo career, where his “Red Rocker” persona / 
and leather-lunged delivery made him an arena-filling star. But at the height of 

his fame in the mid-‘80s, he decided to throw his musical lot in with Van 

Halen, with whom he made some of the biggest selling albums of the next 
decade. He even got back together with the VH boys for a somewhat sur- 

prising “reunion” tour back in 2004. 


HALFORD, ROB: if the human voice is to be considered a true. 


= “instrument”, then few performers in the rock realm have utilized that 
= instrument with more power, force and skill than Rob Halford. 

. Throughout his 30 year car eer—most notably spent with Judas 
Priest—this native of Birmingham, England has been one of the 
staunchest supporters of the metal sound, utilizing his four octave 
range to iit song after song directly into the cerebral cortexes of 
millions of fans around the globe. In addition, his image as a Harley- 
riding, a eslin man-of-metal heiped define the basic “look” 


for Metal Gods through the ages. KIRK HAMMETT 
HAMILTON, TOM: For more than three decades, Tom , 


Hamilton’s rock-solid presence on the Aerosmith front line has provided the 
foundational support for assist/vocalist Tom Araya, vas 

the band’s hard rocking t's undeniable that their tandem guitar duo ae 

attack. Who can ever Kerry King and Jeff Hanneman truly rule the Slayer roost. 
forget the hypnotic bass nan 
intro to Sweet Emotion, 
one of the greatest 
songs in this hal- 
lowed unit's list 

of all-time clas- 
sics. Not only 

did Hamilton 

play that memo- 
rable lick, he 
helped write the 
song. 


HAMMETT, 
KIRK: Ina band 
where the likes 
of Lars Ulrich - 
and James 
Hetfield tend to | 
“steal” a majority - 
of the limelight— 
both off-stage and 
on—there have 
been times when 
Kirk Hammett has 

. TOM HAMILTON found his role with- 
rest in America’s Most 
Se (mportant Metal Band somewhat overshadowed. But throughout his 

> two-decade run with x Bay Area Bashers, this dark-haired maestro 

has continually shown why he must be considered among the most 

talented guitarists of hi iis era. Able to lay down wall-shaking riffs and 

= fleet-fingered runs with equal aplomb, there’s nothing that Hammett 
can't hammer. 


HANNEMAN, JEFF: We've said it before, and we'll most likely say it 
again; while they may not be the most commercially successful, critically 
acclaimed or universally respected band on the planet, few groups in 
metal history can share a legacy as rich as Slayer's. And while it’s hard 
to ignore the contributions made by the band’s “voice from hell 
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“STEVE. 
HARRIS _ 


RRIS, STEVE: miiringeties 


three decades that Iron Maiden 
has spent in the metal spotlight 
band founder/bassist Steve. 
Harris has done it all.As the 
group's principle songwriter 


~ (especially on their early, “land- 


mark” albums) and the 

one few constants in 
their oft-changing line- 
up, Harris reigns 
supreme as one of the 


ee of eae You wanna make a big. 


at? Our bet is that he could still whip you ass with one 
ck. 
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iate to replace Jas 
~ within Metallica. But no 


with, Inez’s intense, highly 
tic style has added greatly t 
chosen presentation. With t 
reformation of AIC, it seems 


*e 


cast full 
me back in 


le roots to become 


rned on-stage gear, and dashing about the stage 

alyzed jack rabbit, Jabs. certainly looked the 
played the ‘eg as wall Never missing a beat on 
i eTee 


JAMEY: asanjone with ears can tell you, these days 
rew breed of heavy metal vocalist at play, and Hatebreed’s 
sta may prove to be just the dude to show them all the 

, multi-dimensional performer (who doubles as a 
ost notably—at least until recently— 
Ss continually proven his metal met- 
48) for hard rock’s New Breed, pe 
s a dynamic studio and stage personality. 
rge of international stardom, look. 
to go through the proverbial roof in the 


, appears on stupid TV — 
ff-kilter metal band 


ppe ‘Keenan may never an recog 
Perhaps that lack of recognit 
due to the fact that when this long-haired rocke 
joined his most prominent band, Corrosion of ¢ 
(by the may ie § also a member of Down with 


that Sane 5 vocal ae 
their greatest accl 
ting the band ieee 


top-flight bands by continually eating 3 
Philadelphia-based Cinderella to the to 
charts. His rugged voice and deft so 
skills marked him as one of the key 
of those mousse-abusing times. 


KEITH, JEFF: From the mo 
first hit the airwaves with their de 
back in 1984, it was obvious that, 


whose throaty bellow Ae all of this unit's: 
radio-friendly hits to the top of be chart ar 


Keith quickly proved that he was more ‘than 
ready for the challenge: peo 


wat 
ANTHONY: 
For a dude who’s © 
been doing his . 
own distinctly 
individualistic — 
brand of mysti 
musical magit 
forovertwo 
decades, Anthony 
Kiedis still looks, 


PHOTO: ANNAMARIA DISANTO. [iio cttccmunnae » / i 


nes Eee sen leads to val shaking riffs, King's S bold- -faced six 

attack has been known to turn grown men’s knees to quaking pools of 

turning his legion of fist- 
frothing mob ready to 


i se 


pumping sup- 
atta aus 


Kirke was 


blues/rock | 
band’s 
demise, 
Kirke contin- 
ued on with 
Free vocalist 
Paul Rodgers to” 
form the incred- 
-ibly success 3 


man’s most creative solo periods or Ate new tie he Bac 
his papaaled musical marvel he ever one for fancy 


1 out of the L.A. metal scene of the ‘80s 
occasionally pops up on special proj 
the globe. We'd love to see him bac 
spotlight... and soon! 


LEE, TOMMY: Sometimes people 


sea nied for their instrumental ac 
anyone who has seen the ban 
~ checked out any of their milion-s 


ster” when he’s ane eh 
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TOMMY LEE 


Hollywood's hottest women avid headiiie® -grabbing otf Site antics:hi 


made him a household name from a chi to London, a t 
hi 


probably alway: a 
mous vocal ae ind his atially ena 2, 
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—SMLbieee es: ee aes ae 


AARON min | 


ahs and that Napoleon Dynamite is the 
. |. Bottom line is that Lifeson must be con- 
sidered one of the more reat guitar forces of the last three decades, with 
ss well- Peas and sae executed Rush runs never failing to satisfy. 
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= can’t be expected to 
>. fully grasp or appreciate 
me: the “ancient” musical 


2 Halen. While he’s the first 


“4 has garnered from his various unsavory on and off-stage 


' enough to initiate the 


= DARON: cach genera- 
s tion needs its own dis- 
- tinctive musical voices. 


= Malakian’s 


- and roll world who will state with a straight face that Yngwie 
_ Malmsteen’s scale-busting noodlings in the late-‘80s served 
* to virtually single handedly kill the Hair Metal movement. 
> They will spew the opinion that his over-expansive guitar 


. the spirit of Hendrix was fused with the brilliance of Paganini 
© to create an always fascinating listening experience. 


> MANSON, MARILYN: He ruled as America’s Poster 
© Boy For Bad Taste throughout the late ‘90s. He set new 

© precedents for gender-bending, cultural-shredding, society- 
© tearing on-stage actions (which included on different occa- 


tons ‘the fact is that the “formula” tie 
worked—at least to the extent that 35 years. 
after his midnight “meeting” withJimi, ~~ 
Marino and his band, Mahogany Rush, a 

still out on the road doing their thing... 
somewhere. 


MARRIOTT, STEVE: These days, 
Steve Marriott is little more than a distant- 
and-forgotten name to a generation of hard 
~rock fans. A decade after his tragic death, 
and nearly three decades after his most. © 
prominent role in rock history, this pint- 
sized dynamo Is too infrequently noted as 
being one of the most dynamic vocalists in 
rock annals. Initially as the leader of the 
Small Faces in they.60s, and.then as the 
frontman for the legendary hard rock unit 
Humble Pie, Marriott’s from the*bottom= 
of-his-soul belting proved-to.be one of the. 
most distinctive sounds of hard rock’s 
early generation. In sharp contrast to the 
Plant-style wail which dominated that era, 
Marriott was a pure vocal hell raiser of 
the highest order. 


MACKAYE, IAN: 
No drinking... no 
smoking... kind’a 
sounds like a Catholic 
boarding school to us. 
But nooooo! lan 
MacKaye actually 
made music ballsy 


Straight Edge move- 
ment. 


MALAKIAN, 


Today’s younger fans 


musings of Hendrix, 
Clapton or even Van 


to dismiss his own indi- 
vidual achievements, 
System of a Down's 
Daron Malakian is fast 
emerging as one of the 
21S! Century's premier 
guitar voices. Not one for 
unnecessary solos or 
faster-than-light displays, 
’s “for the good of 
the team” approach has 


become a signpost of this DARON MALAKIAN 


era’s hard rock approach. 


MALMSTEEN, YNGWIE: There are those in the rock MARILYN MANSON 


vocabulary led directly to the advent of grunge—where a lack 
of skill seemed to be a prerequisite for acclaim. Yet, despite 
his self-indulgent approach, there’s no denying the talents 
housed within Malmsteen rock and roll soul—a place where 


sions ripping up a Bible and wiping his arse with an 
American flag.) But despite all the notoriety and infamy he 


actions, the fact is that Marilyn Manson produced some 
mighty interesting music during the peak of his hard rocking 
career. He is now apparently just as interested in becoming a 
respected artist and an off-beat Hollywood star as in making 
new music—despite the acclaim heaped upon his recent 
release, Eat Me, Drink Me. Yet it seems a safe bet to assume 
that any time the MM metal machine decides to attack our 
senses, millions of followers will respond. 


MARINO, FRANK: The legends surrounding early-‘70s 
Canadian guitar hero Frank Marino are many... and they are 
bizarre. Our favorite has always been how he was supposedly 
summoned out of a deep sleep one night by the ghost of 
Jimi Hendrix and somehow endowed with many of the late 
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, or witnessing his whirling ee necting Owe ns in the pracess. The power- 
one ae eee ie . : E house vocalist went on to three stu- 
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Ahauae Satine 
stamp issued to honor 


of Led Zeppelin’ 5 
Robert Plant must be. 


solo artist, has mania t 
ner his own sizable f 
course, being able t 
_ of the G3 outing from 


: an viewed as 
metal’ musicia 


y lee as. he 
Dangerfields” of the 
world. But des it 


‘ROBERT — q 


ds, including Oe cis 
Nae a cast Vets m 


cakes that Dream Theater's Mike At lap isn’t just the most 
mmers in the rock world, but that's he's simply one of the 


SHEA ee May nc not know the name, but yo u io ly recognize the 
: 1e early Metallica art . 


ag 
NHS, MICK: | Mick Ralphs first came to prominence in the mid- 

aS e rather waifish guitarist for English rock and rollers Mott the ’ 

elf adding the musical muscle to Bad 
blossom into one of the ey acs he 


world, the growing notion is that Slipknot has reached the top 
_ of the rock pile by continually featuring style over 
; ose hideous masks, those 


"his dramatic flair to Nhlight fi hig 
band’s go-for-the-throat metallic - 
sound. On such albums as the 
band’s historic, Vol. 3: the 
Subliminal, Verses, Root’s 
interplay with fellow axe mas- 
ter Mick Thomson created 
some of modern metal’s most . 
unforgettable moments. Don’t ~~. 

rget... he’s alsoamember 
of the highly successful Jobe 


TONY ROMBOLA 


y can garner: a more imme- 
n Axl Rose. Just mentioning his 


val Web be. His Tie. a a go- -fot-the-throat 


re designed to bring out the ‘ ‘beast: in all of us, and despite 


€ ee Ss SFvach to both his lifes ar his drumming— 
and f from ostentatious. Rose ney well be the perfect 21 st 


ie ahead cae of grunge, and 


straight-forward sounds of the “new 
igdom. On hit after hit, Rossdale’s 
ded 


“RICHIE SAMBORA 


In recent years 
‘this strikingly — 
beautiful, dark 


While this Italian 
unit’s classically- 
tinged metal opuses 
have yet to find a 

solid home in 


America, it’s our bet ~ 
that the group’s exotic sound teamed wit 
k \ 


SCALLIONS, BRET: To the 


edge, former Fuel frontman Bret S 
ly member of our encyclopedia a 

If) A\.y a fruit or a vegetable. (Like- wise Anth 
s to escape thei colle : lips is that of ; y : 


rock gultal 


we’ re Hheces down in the midst of this : Seer 
“endless ee we found our minds au 


jini: a variety of heart- “wfeotlng, quite 
_ heavy hits Scallions proved his metal mettle. 


SCANTLIN, WES: in the here-today, gone. 
later-today world of rock and roll, the incredible 
degree of success that Wes Scantlin enjoyed during . 
the early years of this decade with his band Puddle 0 f°) 
Mudd is oy fast becoming a faded memory. 


Strange. Back jus 


ae seemed'to be wea 
ing his knit ski cap) © 
seemed to be pe 
m sive. He was dating 
_ supermodels, appec 


| whom he | rose to his greatest Jevel of 

70s. Over the years, his allegedly unsavory off-stage 
en unpredictable on-stage behavior has costhim his 
ajor league success—but his music remains as brilliant as 


sation in TV sonnets of all makes 
classic numbers of the met . And at that 
rd rock chest- 


JOSEY SCOTT 


= rock attack over the last 35 years place him at the peak of figures in NIKKI SIXX 


RE: 


fee 


: ty. Let’s see.... the demonic face paint, the women, the fire breathing, 
the women, the blood, the women, the seven-inch heels, the women. 


oe er 
perhaps more than anyone else, 
has helped guide the band’s 


Peeadees pee tw Ne 
EE eS eae ee 


% y ve 
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unique creative vision to the ; a fc ahs a ulin musica eS co 
prominent place in platinum par- is 
adise that it currently enjoys. ae . Pee te 

< band, 
SILVERIA, DAVID: Kornisa | : f= Velvet 
band that has made their sizable o ee Revolver, 
rep in-part thanks to the perpetu- Bae Paes emerging. - 
ally off-kilter rhythms that fuel 3 a a6 SCS On Of 
many of their best known songs. | on Wi aon = this 
Much of that can be attributed to © A ae ee 7 decade's 
the diverse drumming technique j by j fee MOST Suc 
brought to the fore by David 2 », cessful 
Silveria. As someone who seems L (actSnca 
to draw upon jazz and latinper- =. fact exem- 
cussive styles as much as ona plified by. 
more traditional rock and roll Hn ae . the out-of 
approach, Silveria continually a ty, eee = the-box 


brings a unique musical per- er ieee GN NN: eee §=6SUCCESS Of 
spective to the Kornsters power- 4 Pe, . 34 a eee. their Sopho- 
packed attack. Currently on a fe Ne | more effort, 
“sabbatical” from Korn, we all Dig ae Litfertad. 
hope that he returns soon. : oe His ever- 


clever six- 
> SIMMONS, GENE: Let’s face it, when you think about Gene 


string work 
- Simmons about the /ast thing on your mental list is his musical abili- has added 


some incredi- 
ble and truly 
unforgettable 

= ~©elements to 

b the rock his- 
tory books. 


Oh, you get the idea. But despite his headline grabbing on-and-off 
stage antics (many recently documented in his Family Jewels reality 
show), millions of rock fans around the world know that they don’t 
call Simmons the God of Thunder for nothing. While neither his 
singing nor bass playing skills may ever be considered virtuosic, the 
combination of ingredients he’s brought to Kiss’ unmatched hard 


hard rock history. 
SINGER, ERIC: our 
attentions first began to focus 

on drummer Eric Singer back 

in 1990. when after a brief stint 
with Black Sabbath, he was 
chosen by former Ozzy guitarist 
Jake E. Lee to join his fledgling 
hard rock unit Badlands. Little did 
we realize that just a few years 
later Singer would rise to even 
greater prominence when he was 
chosen to become the drummer of 
Kiss. While we still have a little 
trouble dealing with the normally 
blond Singer decked out in Peter 
Criss-style cat makeup and a black 
wig, his superlative skin bashing 
style manages to shine through... 
no matter what he’s wearing. 


SIXX, NIKKI: Motley Crue’s 
Nikki Sixx freely admits that he 
stole his first “bass” from a Los 
ERIC SINGER Angeles music store—even 

though it turned out to be a gui- 
tar. Barta, in the any ‘80s, not ral didn’t Nikki know the differ- 
ence, but to tell the truth, he couldn’t really play e/ther instrument. Yet, 
despite such apparent limitations, this ever-clever rocker has managed 
to make quite a career for himself, marrying Playboy centerfolds, almost 
dropping dead from:a drug overdose and, most importantly, propelling 
the Crue to the top of the charts time-after-time through his heavy-yet- 
accessible songs and instantly hum-along rhythms. 


SLASH 


SLASH: Like the proverbial cat with nine lives, Slash has come back 
from the “dead”—both literally and figuratively. By now we all know the 
tales that marked his early ‘90s excesses with Guns N’ Roses, one of 
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contributions to the Iron Mai 
_metal cause. Not as flashy as 
long-standing guitar-mate ave 
Murray, and not as imposing a — 
stage presence as relative new: | 
comer Janick Gers (who actually 
joined the band during Smith’s 
brief departure from the Maiden 
as rou in ADE mid an poe ah 
ot 
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‘Voivod! S ioe 


dish words in one paragraph!) He 
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ead-full of blond curly. | 
Sykes was the kind of guy whe 
MTV was designed to promote. 
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COREY TAYLOR 


| form of self-expression ' with the Who... and let’s never forget th 
_ play his instrument pretty darn well when he wasn’t busting it up. Qn 
most gifted tea in rock history, his pop/rock ditties and comple: 
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* When bassist Robert Trujillo was chos fror 
literal cast-of- eae 0 become the new bassist i in Metallica rapt 


‘ing . 
there can nt no question that Tailgs star is one rise, ea 
pares to have his firstalbum with Metall 
released later this year. ae 


TUCK, MATT: Matt Tuck is the onttna 
for English sed by upstarts Bullet For My 
1¢ Euro p 


who believe in their heart-of-hearts that 
HIM is destined for near-term greatness 
on the hard rock front, there are just as 
many who seriously question the staying 
power of Valo’s interesting, if somewhat 
bland, vocal stylings. se] 


VAN HALEN, ALEX: One would 
imagine that at times life can be tough 
when you happen to be the brother of 
one of the most famous musicians in | 
rock history. But throughout his am 
band’s 30-year rock and roll reign, ‘wal 
Alex Van Halen has handled such a 
fate surprisingly well. But the fact is 
that AVH has enjoyed plenty of 
renown on his own—mostly for 
the powerhouse drumming 
approach he’s brought to every Van Halen album and 
concert. His humongous double-bass kit, which he pounds 
upon with reckless abandon, remains an iconic image upon 
® the American hard rock landscape 


VAN HALEN, EDDIE: From the moment the song 
Eruption first lit up the heavy metal skies back in 1977, it 
: ij was Clear that Eddie Van Halen was going to rewrite the rock 
ome to represent the living embod- oF oe and roll history books. With his deft lead skilis and unparal- 
ment of everything a true-blue rock (ip ae 4 ; 

Siar is supposed to be. Rail thin, 

huge lips, hair out-to-there, and a wardrobe that seems lommade eg some 

Slightly off-kilter downtown designer, Aerosmith’s frontman has a look and 


; voice that can shatter glass at 30 feet, and a stage posture that is pure, non- 
stop energy. No. ae he is the ultimate American rock and roll singer 


of Metallica, the highly intelli- 
, highly motivated and highly 
led drummer who also happens 
to be the spokesman for American 
‘metal’s most famous unit. Because 
of his high-profile stance, some- 
times his work as a superlative 
_ instrumentalist has not been given 
_ its full credit by either fans or the 
__ Mainstream media. But make no 
mistake about it, Ulrich can hold his 
own with anyone in the heavy music 
world-when it comes to sitting 
behind his massive kit and bashing 
away with both power and precision. 


VAI, STEVE: When someone is 
called a “guitarist’s guitarist” the 
name of Steve Vai is always near the top of that prestigious list. Brilliant, inno- 
_ Vative and charismatic, Vai's work has taken him from intimate clubs filled 
ith-his adoring throng of admirers to the biggest arenas in the world, where 
e first i to eae a ae as the anointed axe slinger i in David 
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VON TILL, STEVE: This in 
almost single- handedly managed: 
Neurosis from the ranks of thras 


his bandmates. You can throw Peter ( Criss 
that mix with Kiss, and maybe Ringo with tr 


Beatles. But the original Bl 
Sabbath was also one of those 


mind is going to ‘ 
Bill Ward is of equi 


ean metal world i is near 
unmatched,” 4 


WARD, SCOOTER: 

era of the sad-sack, down 
the-mouth, angst-filled frontma 
began with Nirvana's Kurt 
Cobain, it may have reached its 


climax with Scooter Ward. - 
Unfortunately, we don’t mean. 
that in terms of commercial Gi 
# —ularity—though Ward and his © 

| band, Gold, have had their 
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stood out from the crowd. Of course, it helps 
when you're African-American in an other- 
wise lily-white rock world. But even more 
importantly, it is Lajon’s wide vocal range— 
which has impressive ae from gentle 
purr to roaring rage on a variety of Dust 
lits—that has proven to be his greatest 
distinction. While never quite attaining 
the level of stardom that so many have 
long predicted for him, Lajon remains 
yne of this generation’s most note-wor- 
thy frontmen. 


woop, ANDREW: His contempo- 
rary, Kurt Cobain, has become a Patron 
Saint of the rock and roll world. Others 

who worked in Seattle at roughly the 

same time, including the likes of Eddie Vedder 


and Chris Cornell, have solidified their place in the contemporary music strat- 
osphere. For whatever reason, these days Andrew Wood is barely remem- 
bered at all. As a vital cog in the seminal days of the late “80s Seattle Scene, 
vocalist Wood, along with his band, Mother Love Bone, played as major a role 
as anyone in drawing initial attention to the Emerald City’s burgeoning rock 
scene. But his premature death in 1990 brought a too-quick end to a story 


that should have been historic. 


© WYLDE, ZAKK: Zak's Wylde'’s “discovery” remains one of the great 
rags-to-riches tales in metal history. Shortly after Jake E. Lee departed Ozzy 


doing this multi-dimen- | 
WYNDORF, DAVE: For S0neiieiucecsucios : | 
all intents and purposes Dave | #eISSciaV[ecRa alse ema al ae. ‘| 
Wynorf is Monster Magnet... limiting him to being OO a 
and conversely, Monster called a “rock star” only . |e 
Magnet is Dave Wyndorf. As SQcfelaSStekStele tem ue ; 
the writer, guitarist, song- surface of his varied . ae 
writer and occasional procduc- — Tass Welcsaw NSH West eae 
er for this highly intriguing, cessful Hollywood direc- 
Na mosmicccmiriimeeem tor (House of 1000 
Milguriecnencemiemicricom™ Corpses, The Devils 
acclaim in the late-‘90s, Rejects), a gifted comic ‘ 
Wyndorf’s personal creative illustrator and a noted % 
vision served to direct this music producer, making Ve 
band’s assault on the senses. —aISMiVaRaloistm atlas 4 
When it worked, which was often, it ranked among the best hard rock horror-movie rock and 
music of its time. When on occasion Wyndorf's ambition strayed a tad too «| AO) FWUTuSSe Ime lals 
far from its rock and roll course, major chinks could be seen in his band’s credit on Mr. Z’s ever- oe 
metallic armor. more-impressive ‘i 
resume, Though he’s the : ibe 1 
WYSOCKI, JON: Staind have created a powerful 21S Century music first to admit that his Le 
egacy through their ability to construct stick-to-your ribs rock anthems—as strangely chanted singing — . 
well as through their talent to shift gears from roaring rage to acoustic tender- Snare Te . é fae i 
less, seemingly at a moment's notice. One of the primary reasons for the prizes for individual ‘ 
yand’s ability to perform this musical “magic act” is the talent of the musi- achievement, it’s just ee in, 
cians involved—notably drummer Jon Wysocki—who manages to continually —UTe)uteimalfeln\Vaelisittete Oycime . : 
provide the appropriate counter-rhythms for the guitar work supplied by Mike —4(TEVIWAG@l@Ulcwentao act 
Vlushok. Wysocki has also become a favorite of tech heads for his inventive kind rock and folks sees 
playing style and unusual technique. \ 
a; 


LAJON 
WITHERSPOON 


ies ‘ANGUS: fe = 
- schoolboy ‘suit his cherry-red Gibs ; lov ee 
_hi§ hip as he sprints across the stage, A ae 
Young has always been equal parts heavy metal 
man.and shaman. The master of the three-chord riff 
| Angus has propelled the Thunder From Down Under fi 
- more than three decades—while never veering far from 
the simplistic amped-up boogie beat that first won this ~ 
band. acclaim. 


ANGUS 
YOUNG 


Osbourne’s band to form 

Badlands, the Ozz began a running along in 

national search to find his prime working 

replacement. At the behest of —e)Qeimlmctas 

a tour photographer, he many of you might be dumbfounded to discover just how many hice clas-~ 
CHARON E MLA cme SIC TiffS are actually emerging from the battered strings of Malcolm's axe. 

UMN OCR ORO mi cmecmes father than from the guitar of his more illustrious brother, Angus. But if you . 

of New Jersey. Within weeks think’any gf this bothers this unassuming Aussie, you'd better think again. He 

the rechristened Zakk Wylde long ago reconciled the fact that he was going to live in his DectgeS Shadow, 

was riding shotgun for Ozzy, d that’s just Bg him. 

touring the world and con- 

tributing his slick leads to 

some of the most unforget- i; 

table aloums in metal history. Phas 

His “Southern-fried” side OMBIE, ROB: 10° 

work with Black Label Society SFI Matolewdelanle)(ceelsiet 

is also of considerable note. mere “vocalist” would be 


meee apere things couldn't Re 

going much better in the 
ever-strange world of 

Mudvayne. The band’s once- 
controversial decision to 

drop their “trademark” makeup has now 
become a distant memory in the wake 
of their string of chart-topping efforts, 
including last year’s “hits” collection By 
the People... For the People. Indeed, 
the release of Mudvayne’s next studio 
album (now scheduled for late spring) 
has become one of the most eagerly 
anticipated events of this hard rock sea- 
son. Such a level of excitement has 
served as solid vindication for the 
intensely intelligent, meticulously 
metallic and often overwhelming 
musical principles brought forth by 
vocalist Chad Gray, guitarist Greg 
Tribbett, bassist Ryan Martinie and 
drummer Matt McDonough. Yet 
despite their ever-expanding suc- 

| cess, the band members are aware 
| that certain key issues concerning 
| this Midwestern unit’s long-term 
impact on the metal scene contin- 
_ue to linger. But with the 

» wave of anticipation 

| that surrounds 

their latest 

release— which 

follows in the 

wake of 2001’s 

L.D. 50, 2003’s The End 

' of All Things to Come and 

2005’s Lost and Found— it 

appears as if this highly 

cerebral, carefully calculat- 

ing unit has had this rock 

and roll “game” all figured 

out from Day One. Recently 

we sat down with Gray in 

_ order to gain some inner 

| perspective on Mudvayne’s 

1 latest musical mission. 


PHOTOS: ANNAMARIA DISANTO 


| The other major benefit is that you can 

| continue to bring new material into your 

| set. First you have one album’s worth of 

| Stuff to play, then a year later, you can start 
| bringing in the second album's stuff. It 

im@ keeps everything very interesting for the 
im Dand, and it makes it interesting for the 

fans, as well... especially if they come and 

see you more than once on a given tour. 


Right now it’s hard to compare because 
we're still deciding which songs will make it 
onto the album. But | think it’s safe to say 
that the fans will really get off on it because 
it expands upon everything that we do. It’s 
heavy, but there’s some new twists in there 
that will make everyone sit up and take 
notice. There’s a /ot of really cool stuff going 
on here. 


Yeah, absolutely. HellYeah was a very 
exciting project to be part of. | totally believe 
that there will be more albums and tours 
from that band because we all enjoyed 
being part of it. But if anything, it made me 
appreciate the music of Mudavyne that 


om oe z5 LEONE Hee eNO RES 
“TES ore NSN TEE PES % LAE res SELENA STS TAN NEEL RE TEE SLD 


One of the things about the way 
we work is that we're always discussing new ideas. There’s never an ‘off’ 
button with us. We'll talk about new music, and keep writing and recording 
basically until someone comes and physically pulls us out of the studio and 
then hauls our recordings off to make an album. We've always been that 
way. We just love what we do— we get off on the creative process. Our goal 
is to always give as much to the fans as we can— whether it’s on a new 
album or on stage. So, yeah, it was a thought to make it a double disc 
because we had enough music to do that. There was also a thought about 
putting out two separate albums at different times so we could just stay on 
the road. 


It allows you to focus on one thing... then on another. When we're in 
the studio together, then that’s where our entire thought process is. That's 
all we think about all day and all night. But once we get on the road, our 
thought process totally shifts. Then it’s all about the tour, the shows, the 
travel and interacting with the fans. It’s not that easy to shift gears back and 
forth. We enjoy each aspect of what we do, but we thought it might be very 
interesting to just record as much music as we could— especially since the 
ideas were there— and then maybe put out two albums a year apart. That 
way a year from now we don’t have to start thinking about the next album. 


baat —— us out te ee * ~ : 


much more. Sometimes you need to do something a little different in its 
to get back your feelings for what you normally do. HellYeah was that for me. 
| loved doing it, but it also made me fall back in love with Mudvayne, which 
is one of the reasons why we've been so prolific in the studio while working 
on this album. With Mudvayne we've thankfully reached a certain level of 
success. But with HellYeah, it was back to Square One. It reminded me how 
tough it is to get a new band noticed. We worked hard at it, and made it 
work. But it was nice to come back to something that had a bit of history on 
its side. There are some major expectations associated with Mudvayne now, 
and that really is very cool. 


When | was 25, Mudvayne still didn’t have a record deal, so every day 
was a real challenge just to get by and to get the band a little recognition. 
But you can be so single-minded in your focus when you're that age. 
Everything revolves around the band. You go on the road for months at a 
time, and you don’t mind if you have to eat Burger King three times a 
day— that is, of course, if you can even afford to eat three times a day. 
When you get a little older, and have been around the world a few times, 
you do gain a bit of perspective. But at the same time, that drive and deter- 
mination is still very much there. 


HIT PARADER 8&3 


for a band, but we just assumed that things like that would eventually take care of them- 
selves... and they did. | started writing songs 12 hours a day, and making calls to see who 
might be interested in playing with us. It actually all came together quickly. 

HP: How would you describe the music on Inflikted? 

MC: I’ve been saying to people that it’s like unleashing a monster that’s been chained up for 
ten years. We don’t just play music... we explode! We put together a band of young, hungry 
musicians to make this aloum. We didn’t want a lot of big names; we didn’t see the need to 
create an ‘all-star’ group. We wanted people who shared our passion, musicians who could 
share our joy for playing great, heavy music. Once we got that together, | took all of the 
songs | had been writing into the studio and let the band— and Iggor in particular— turn 
them into monsters. His drumming was like a touch of thunder and lightning being 
unleashed into these songs; it totally transformed them from what | had originally written 
into what you hear on this album. 

iC: What was very interesting to me was that while my brother and | share so much, there 
had been many different styles of music that we had listened to and been motivated by over 
the last decade. So while we instantly fell into some old and familiar patterns, the people 
who we now are may be a little different from the people we once were. We each brought 
those different influences into the studio, and that made this music very different from any- 
thing we had done before. What | like is that you can still hear many of the “classic” metal 
elements that fans may expect, but you also hear a lot of new and unexpected things. 


5 ITE AELINTE 


HP: We know that there had been some strain on you two over the years after what hap- 
pened with Sepultura. How long did it take you to come to grips with your personal issues? 
IC: There’s no question that for us it was first an issue of reuniting as family, and then 
reuniting as musicians. As brothers, there is always a degree of love and respect, but there 
were some things that needed to be addressed. But that was done very quickly and very 
easily. We knew what we wanted to do... so we just did it. The funny thing was that | had lit- 
tle interest in being in another metal band at this time. | was very into the electronic band 
that | had been working on for the last few years, so this kind of music was about the last 

| thing on my mind. It would have taken Max and on/y Max to get me to 


“THERE LL play this kind of music again. 
MC: As bothers, we knew we could overcome anything. My greater 
challenge was to bring Iggor back into playing metal. His head just 


ALAS ie i wasn't into it at the beginning. But it’s in his blood. He can’t get away 


from it (laughs.) We have always had different personalities. | am 


more outgoing. He is a little quieter. But once it comes time to make 
HTHHT AETIWEEN music, we both come from a very similar place. 
HP: We know that you used Logan Mader as the disc’s producer. 


5 THAT hy ADT MC. ive known Logan a long time, since he was a guitarist in Soulfly. 


And I’ve always admired his production skills. He understands the 
OTR, ont kind of music that | like to play and he has a very interesting approach 
in the studio. He lets you play and experiment, but he isn’t shy about 
injecting his opinions. 
NGREDIBLE.” HP: Do you have a favorite track on the album? 
MC: Maybe that would be the title track, /nflikted. That was one of the 
' " first songs | wrote for this project, but it was one that really came 
alive in the studio. Once Iggor got hold of it, there was a thrashy feel to it that my original 
version didn’t really have. | just get excited hearing it. 
IC: | like so many of these songs; Sanctuary, Bloodbrawl, Utraviolent. They're all outstand- 
ing. All | know is that we are both very pleased with the way everything turned out for us 
both on a personal and professional level. 
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BY FRANK CAFIERO 


By Ronnie Wood 


For the first time, a member of the world’s most famous rock and roll band tells his—and their—story. 
Raw, unsanitized, nasty and fascinating, it's an incredible journey. 

The first of his family to be born on dry land, Ronnie Wood came from a family of water gypsies and 
was raised in a council flat near London's Heathrow Airport. Growing up only wanting to paint and play 
music, Wood was always talented. And in the 1960s, he was often in the right place at precisely the right 
time—becoming the guitar player for everyone from Jeff Beck to the Faces and then to Rod Stewart. But 
Wood and his guitar-playing became super-charged when he joined The Rolling Stones. They were rock 
royalty from their earliest days, and from the first time he performed with the band, careening down New 
York City’s Fifth Avenue on a flatbed truck, Wood has been at the center of the court and in the middle of 
the ferment. No band has ever combined the Stones’ success—both artistically and materially—with their Nf fx 
longevity. No other band has ever survived the creativity and clashes of such big personalities. | “ / 

But with success came excess—and as mayhem and hysteria followed Ronnie on his adventures 
through the extremes of rock and roll, the partying got harder and his relationships—especially with Mick i 
Jagger, Keith Richards and the women in his lite—became increasingly complex. 

A fascinating portrait not just of the Stones, but of the greatest rockers of the 1960s and beyond—from Eric Clapton to Rod Stewart, Jimmy Page to Keith 
Moon, Jimi Hendrix to Pete Townshend—RONNIE is a rich, revelatory book. Readers have never had a view of the rock world like this before. 

For more info go to 


- McFARLANE TOYS 8 0WULE 


’ McFarlane Toys have done it again with four remarkable life-like figures from the motion picture Beowulf. Rusty metal, weathered 
scales, rotting flesh and muscle are rendered with breathtaking realism. These four figures are fine examples of the quality of workman- 
ship McFarlane Toys is famous for. 
Based on the legendary 8th century epic poem, Beowulf follows the triumphs and trials of the legendary 
Norse warrior as he battles mythical beasts, including the monstrous Grendel. 
For more info go to www.spawn.com. 
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Retrospective 2 
serves as a docu- 
mentation (rather 
than a mere docu- 
mentary)of a three 
year ride starting in 
January 2005 with 
a behind the 
scenes look at the 
making of the CD 
and follows that up 
to the present with 
Retrospective 2; a CD and DVD set. 
Retrospective 2 contains six live songs as well 
as three brand new studio songs. The DVD fea- 
tures over 2 hours of video footage. This set 
includes the featurrette “A day in the life of 
Sevendust”, making of videos such as Ugly, 
Silence, Driven, The Rim and live concert 
footage of Deathstar, Clueless and Alpha. This is 
a must have for every Sevendust fan. Relive the 
power and fury of Sevendust with this intense 
— collection from one of today’s premier bands. 
_ For more info go to www.sevendust.com. 


GODZILLA 
UNLEASHED 


Godzilla Unleashed is a fighting game ona 
giant scale. Godzilla Unleashed is a com- 
pletely redesigned and updated massively 
destructive brawler with non-linear story 
paths and all new Toho monsters. Specially 
designed for the Wii controllers as well as 
the NDS and PSP. 

Godzilla Unleashed Features: 

eUnrivaled Destruction: Unleash citywide 
destruction as one of 23 monsters — includ- 
ing two all completely new monsters. 

*eAll New Story: Make and break alliances 
within the all new dynamic storyline and 
choose to amass an army or go it alone. 
eMultiplayer Mayhem: Party modes 
supporting four players for insanely 
destructive social battles. 

For more info go to www.atari.com. 


DVD 


On May 22, 2006, a secret investigation was 
launched by the NSSA into the events in and 
around Laton, California. The investigation 
revealed the deployment of Counter Measure 5 by 
the President and the CDC (center for disease 
control). Counter Measure 5 can only be deployed 
by order of the President and CDC in the event of 
a level Red emergency. 

A meteor shower on the small town of Laton 
starts an invasion of a deadly alien species. Using 
human bodies as hosts the alien threat spreads 
from one infected human to another. Terrorizing 
the once peaceful small town as the infected num- 
bers rise. authorities scramble to try to contain ee 
the infection before it reaches the large population © 
of Los Angeles. Nyisky tour de ae 

This clever mock documentary based on report: a 
ed events of an unknown infection takes you by 
surprise and will have you guessing if these horrific events seus took place. 


For more info go to . ie: i 
MR, woopcock 


Just when you thought the humiliation of grade school 
: gym class was over, Mr. Woodcock arrives on DVD - 
_ = from New Line Home Entertainment on. The sadistic 
» | comedy stars Seann William Scott (American Pie 
‘ | films) as a self-help author who returns home to. learn 


/ Not of this earth.» <, 


/ 


i ay 
: meine: hypnotic” | : 
in Fedival 7a ees eee 


BILLY BOB THORNTON SEANN WILLIAM SCOTT wo SUSAN SARANDON 


| MR. COCK 


ETHAN SUPLEE AMY POEHLER 


| Louise) is dating the one man he truly despises — his 
= degrading childhood gym teacher and nemesis, Mr. 
}} Woodcock Billy Bob Thornton (Friday Night Lights) — 
|. who had put him through years of mental and physical. 
| humiliation. Determined to prevent history from repent 
| ing itself, John sets out to stop his mother from marys 
| ing the man who made his life miserable. 
For more info go to. 
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Universal DVD Player 


The editors of Hit Parader have been recommending movies to our loyal following for years, so how. | 


about something to play them on? The OPPO DV-980H is one great DVD player. This is not some - 
cheapy budget component. This is an incredible high end piece at an unbelievable price of $169.00. 
Built like a tank with beautiful video images and equally impressive audio, the OPPO DV-980H is one 
serious DVD player. 

Continuing the OPPO tradition of exceptional audio/video performance and great value, the DV-980H 
delivers a stunning picture and immersing sound for today's home theaters. Advanced video upcon-’ 


version technology brings standard definition DVDs to life with 1080p "Full HD" clarity. Precision ren- | 


dering from Super Audio CD, DVD-Audio, HDCD and regular CD creates enveloping acoustics with 
high fidelity. Complemented with 7.1-channel surround audio, high resolution picture slide show and. 
a convenient USB 2.0 port, the DV-980H helps you rediscover the treasures in your home theater. 
For more info go to ; 
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| that his beloved mother Susan Sarandon (Thelma&. | 


she’s gradually grown to accept the notion that 
at this point in her career the way she looks has 
just as much to do with her band’s success as her 
powerful voice. That fact understandably bothers the 
_ Strikingly beautiful Italian songstress. But as Lacuna 
Coil continue to work on the completion of their latest 
hard rocking masterwork— now set to be released in 
September, ‘08— Scabbia has come to realize that if 
her appearance helps open the door for her unit 
(which also features vocalist Andrea Ferro, guitarist 
Marco Biazzi, guitarist Cristiano Migliore, bassist 
Marco Coti Zelati and drummer Cristiano Mozzati) 
then the expansive, heavy metal sounds presented in 
their music should be more-than-enough to continue 
| winning over the hearts of rock fans from coast to 
|» Coast. That's just one of the ideas we discussed with 
Ms. Scabbia during this recent conversation. 


C ristina Scabbia may not necessarily like it, but 


{ bbia: It’s still a little early in the writ- 
ing and recording process for us to know every- 

~ thing about what's going to happen on the next 
album. But | can say that what we’re working on 


will hopefully amaze everyone who hears it. | don’t 4B 


want to sound too confident, but right now we’re 
all just so pleased by what’s being created in the 
studio. It’s heavier than the music on the last two 
_albums, but at the same time it’s expanded the 
core elements of me Is Aeneas ee 


CS: A lot af it has to do with the way our sound 
has evolved on stage. We toured a lot with 
Megadeth last year. We basically went around 
the world with them. When you play in front of 
their audience every night— which is hopefully 
Our audience, as well— you realize what songs 
the fans are responding to. They tend to be the 
heavier things. So | think that has a natural 
impression on you when it becomes time to 
write new material. 


CS: While these songs are heavier, they are also very 
different from things we've done before. We're very 
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bold when it comes to experimenting in the studio. Nothing is really off-limits at this point. 

HP: Have you grown more comfortable with being viewed as a hard rock sex symbol? 

CS: By now | hope I’ve learned to use my appearance to its best advantage. Being a woman who plays 
heavy music has always been a major help to me because it draws a great deal of attention towards the 
band, and that is a good thing. | understand that a vast majority of the people who play hard rock music 
are men, and that’s fine with me. But as long as people approach me and the music this band makes with 
an open mind then | have no problems with any of it. | have always been treated with respect by the fans 
and by other musicians, and that’s really all | can ask for. 

HP: What's the best thing about being an attractive woman in rock... and the worst thing? 

CS: The best thing is that | stand out from most everyone else. People 

quickly learn who | am, and that has been a big advantage for 

me. But anyone who believes that any success we've had is 

just because of the way | look is not being fair to us, or 

to the fans who support us. Who would buy an album 

because of the way the singer looks? They have to 

buy it because they like the music they hear. 

HP: So the worst tfing is not Delig taken seri- 

ously enouga? 


y CS: | honestly don't feel that has been a prob- 


lem for me, but that would be the worst thing | 

could imagine happening. | have never had a 

problem showing off my feminine side, and | 

think everyone appreciates that. But that does 

not mean that | am trying to camouflage any 

musical weaknesses because of that. | am very for- 

tunate because all the male rockers that |’ve met 

have treated me very fairly and very well. | have never 

felt any “backlash” because | am a woman. 

HP: PaiihSt wih ot ae ae we i you ae tals” 10 


Cs: (Laughing) That is actually quite funny. Did he really say that? | think he ae meant it more in a 
figurative sense... otherwise it is quite silly. | think our music does have “balls” in that it is powerful and 
dramatic. But | don’t think only men can effectively play hard rock music. In fact | Know that is true. | 
would never want to sacrifice my femininity in order to succeed. Being a woman who plays heavy music 
has always been a major help to me because it.allows me to approach the music from an entirely different 
perspective, and that is a good thing. 

HP: Do the band’s fans pack nome in [ely fear Hey ve lost | acura Coil to America? 

CS: No, not at all. The fans in Italy, and throughout Europe, have remained very supportive of us. That is 
where we enjoyed our first success over a decade ago. Because of our background, we still approach 
music from a different perspective than American bands. While at heart we are very much a heavy rock 
band, there is an ethereal element to what we do that is distinctly Italian. We are all very glad that American 
fans seem to be embracing what we are attempting to accomplish. 
HP: How important's success to you at tis point in your ie? 

OS: We pray for success every day. It’s not for the fame or money. It’s truly more about having the chance 
to have more people hear our music. We want to reward those fans who have made our lives so special. 
The fans back home in Italy take as much pride in our accomplishments as we do. There have been very 
few Italian bands that have been successful in the rock world. Our success is something that a whole 
nation is celebrating. We totally believe in what we're doing. We sense it is something special, and that 


feeling has nantly been confirmed by many: other people.” z 
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